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It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or 

where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is 

actually in the arena, …………who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high 

achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his 

place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.  

President Theodore Roosevelt 

    
 

 

Something to Think About…  
Why LearnersLive.com, I offer the following… 
Maybe you noticed but we expanded EnergyWatch into LearnersLive.com this year, to offer 

information you may not know.  I have a passion for teaching, for learning……been doing it 

most of my life and for the past 20+ years at Monmouth University. Want to continue doing it as 

long as God allows.  Here’s the plan:  

• LearnersLive Objective: to learn something you do not know; to confirm what you already 

know! 

• To post something for you to learn…a continuing learning experience. 

• Focus will be on topics of learning…..I have a dozen courses we can add to the curriculum 

right away…..all virtual……from 10 minute to 30 minute sessions.  Completed six so far… 

1. Effective Sales Presentation Skills – Learning Session #1, #2, #3 
2. Selling in the Executive Suite 
3. SWOT Analysis and Generative AI  (Sponsored by SATCO) 
4. Customer-Centric in the Digital Age  (Sponsored by Amerlux) 
5. Innovation in the Digital Age  (Sponsored by naturaLED) 

6.Coming in mid-June, sponsored by FSG: STP is Customer-Centric Marketing 

 

What I’ve Learned Over Many Years Trying to Do the Right Thing  
 

1. I have to start with what some say is the first commandment of success:  Get a good 

education / develop a skill in something you really love to do and work hard at it. It really is 

that simple. Competency leads to confidency!  

http://attardimarketing.com/
https://learnerslive.com/effective-sales-presentation-skills-zoom-learning-sessions-by-bill-attardi/
https://learnerslive.com/selling-in-the-executive-suite/
https://learnerslive.com/swot-analysis-and-generative-ai/
https://learnerslive.com/customer-centric-in-the-digital-age/
https://learnerslive.com/innovation-in-the-digital-age/
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2. Never worry about your next job……work hard at the job you have and the promotions will 

come.  A sports lesson: athletes understand that the best are playing in the playoff games. 

They just cannot worry about the next team they may play if they want to beat the team they 

are playing. 

3. If you have a manager title, your primary responsibility is to develop the people who report 

to you…….don’t just manage, teach. 

   

4. Critical: develop both your oral and written communications skills at the highest level of 

your capability.  No matter your job or position, your ability to communicate effectively will 

determine your relationships and your success in those relationships.  

 

5. When you are asked to present / teach what you know and give to others. Be sure to entertain 

as well as inform.  In today’s electronic information age, it’s the only way they will listen. 

 

6. If everyone agrees with you then you are doing all the thinking.  Encourage others to debate 

the issues and make decisions based on divergent intelligent thoughts.  Education happens 

when you learn from others. 

 

7. Love your family and your friends and don’t hate your enemies.  Hate gets in the way of 

doing a good job as a parent, as a loyal friend, as a successful person. 

 

8. Never stop learning.  It should never be final.  I’m learning something new every day, 

learning more and more as we go through life. 

 

9. Make time to read for information and for pleasure too.  It really helps to escape the 

pressures of everyday living. 

 

10. Go to church or your chosen house of worship and give just one hour a week to God to thank 

him for your blessings.  It may not have to be more than that.  It can be that one hour when 

you can pray and meditate and feel a sense of calm that refreshes your thoughts and better 

prepares you for life’s struggles. 

 

11. Never retire!  Why would you want to stop what you love to do and are good at it?   
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Market News 
 

1. U.S. Economy Shows Remarkable Resilience in Face of Trade Turmoil - The world’s most 

powerful economy is showing remarkable resilience in the face of enormous pressure. 

Employers added more jobs than many economists expected last month, and the low 

unemployment rate held steady. The U.S. economy contracted in the first quarter, but the 

result was distorted by a rush of imports that offset generally solid demand. The stock market 

rallied sharply from its April lows. Yet real turmoil is threatening that strong foundation. 

President Trump’s ever-changing tariff policies, government cuts and immigration 

restrictions are disrupting trade and sparking deep unease among consumers, businesses and 

investors. Trump’s 145% tariffs on Chinese imports are causing cargo shipments from China 

to plummet, prompting major retailers to warn of likely price hikes and even shortages of 

some goods. In early April, economists forecast the likelihood of a recession in the coming 

year to be twice as high as it was at the start of the year.  At the moment, however, things are 

still looking surprisingly good. U.S. Economy Shows Remarkable Resilience in Face of 

Trade Turmoil - WSJ 

 

2. Energy Storage Industry Commits $100B to American-Made Grid Batteries - On April 

29th, the American Clean Power Association (ACP), on behalf of the U.S. energy storage 

industry, announced a historic commitment to invest $100 billion into building and buying 

American-made grid batteries. This investment is expected to fuel the creation of 350,000 

jobs across the battery energy storage industry and transform the United States into a global 

battery manufacturing leader.  This announcement aligns with actions taken by the Trump 

Administration to unleash American energy and develop critical minerals in the United 

States. The industry’s investment will advance a manufacturing expansion in the United 

States with the aim of enabling American-made batteries to meet 100% of domestic energy 

https://www.wsj.com/economy/jobs/jobs-report-april-2025-unemployment-economy-6ad2bdac?mod=WSJ_home_mediumtopper_pos_1&mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/economy/us-gdp-q1-2025-1f82f689?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/business/retail/tariff-price-increases-walmart-target-amazon-a95a8538?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/economy/trade/us-economic-outlook-trump-b4e3469a?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/economy/us-economy-data-direction-trump-bb5672eb?mod=djem10point
https://www.wsj.com/economy/us-economy-data-direction-trump-bb5672eb?mod=djem10point
https://cleanpower.org/news/energy-storage-industry-commits-100-billion-for-american-grid-batteries/
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storage project demand. Energy Storage Industry Commits $100B to American-Made Grid 

Batteries – electrifiED 

 

3. NEMA Make It American™ BABA Resource Center - NEMA has developed the Make It 

American Program to help members confidently offer BABA-compliant products to the 

market. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law —a once in a generation investment in our 

nation’s infrastructure—included a provision known as the Build America, Buy America 

(BABA) Act, with the intent of ensuring American tax dollars are spent supporting 

America’s workers, communities, and businesses. This policy, commonly referred to as 

“BABA”, sets stringent domestic content requirements for iron and steel products, 

manufactured products, and construction materials in all infrastructure projects receiving 

federal funding with the goal of increasing domestic manufacturing. Make It American™ - 

NEMA 

4. NEMA Urges Passage of Critical Mineral Legislation -A Senate committee unanimously 

approved the Critical Mineral Consistency Act, legislation aimed at boosting the 

development of reliable critical mineral supply chains. NEMA Senior Vice President of 

Public Affairs Spencer Pederson thanked the committee for quickly advancing the legislation 

and urged lawmakers and President Trump to turn the bill into law. "The advancement of [the 

bill] through Committee brings us one step closer to reaching our goals by removing 

dependence on unreliable foreign sources like China for the raw materials that are essential to 

the electroindustry and will help bolster supply chains," Pederson said.  NEMA urges passage 

of critical mineral legislation  

 

5. Tariff Tracker, May 12: An Agreement with China - The temporary agreement is seen as a 

potential breakthrough for negotiations with multiple countries.  In what is being described as 

a major trade breakthrough, the U.S. and China have agreed to slash tariffs for 90 days while 

both sides negotiate a new agreement. The decision has pushed stocks up on Monday, and is 

a solid beginning to what may be a long-term agreement. Chris Kuehl, Managing Partner and 

Co-Founder of Armada, tells us that while some questions remain, a 

long-term agreement will go a long way toward helping American 

manufacturing.  Tariff Tracker, May 12: An Agreement With China – 

electrifiED 

 

6. Supply Chain Bill Passes the House - On April 28, the House of 

Representatives passed the Promoting Resilient Supply Chains Act 

of 2025, sponsored by Rep. John James (R-MI). The bill establishes 

a Supply Chain Resiliency Program within the Department of 

Commerce, using AI and quantum computing to anticipate and 

mitigate supply chain disruptions from natural and man-made 

disasters. It includes an Early Warning System, fosters public-private 

collaboration, and incentivizes domestic manufacturing to reduce 

reliance on adversarial nations like China.  Supply Chain Bill Passes the House  – tEDmag 

https://tedelectrified.com/energy-storage-industry-commits-100b-to-american-made-grid-batteries/
https://tedelectrified.com/energy-storage-industry-commits-100b-to-american-made-grid-batteries/
https://www.makeitelectric.org/nema-programs/make-it-american/
https://www.makeitelectric.org/nema-programs/make-it-american/
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/tJtACXeuxWDFmXppCigynUCicNnQNr?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/tJtACXeuxWDFmXppCigynUCicNnQNr?format=multipart
https://tedelectrified.com/tariff-tracker-may-12-an-agreement-with-china/
https://tedelectrified.com/tariff-tracker-may-12-an-agreement-with-china/
https://tedmag.com/bill-introduced-to-prevent-supply-chain-disruptions-protect-american-producers/
https://tedmag.com/bill-introduced-to-prevent-supply-chain-disruptions-protect-american-producers/
https://tedmag.com/supply-chain-bill-passes-the-house/
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7. N.J. Explores Nuclear Strategy for Energy Goals - New Jersey is projected to need as much 

as 10 gigawatts of clean, firm energy capacity by 2035 to maintain system reliability and 

meet the state's clean electricity goals. The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities has initiated 

a request for information to evaluate the possible role new nuclear power plants could have 

in meeting the state's energy objectives. The RFI seeks insights into how nuclear can support 

growing energy demands, particularly from large consumers like AI data centers.             

New Jersey BPU eyes potential for new nuclear | Utility Dive 

 

8. Energy Department Proposes to Cut 47 Rules in ‘Largest Deregulatory Effort in History’ 

by Rachel Frazin – The Energy Department plans to ax a long list of efficiency regulations, 

including those pertaining to stoves, ovens, showerheads, clothes washers, dishwashers and 

microwaves. The rules also apply to a smattering of other policies ranging for guidelines 

under which the department buys oil for the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to 

nondiscrimination requirements for grant recipients. Energy Department proposes to cut 47 

rules in ‘largest deregulatory effort in history’ 

9. NAED Statement on House Ways & Means Committee Reconciliation Bill – Wes Smith, 

President and CEO of the National Association of Electrical Distributors, provided the 

following statement: The businesses we represent—located in every state and Congressional 

district—have seen firsthand how the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) has fueled growth across 

the electrical distribution industry, from small enterprises to large distributors. By lowering 

marginal tax rates, enhancing expensing provisions, increasing the estate tax threshold, and 

establishing the 20% small business deduction under Section 199A, the TCJA has been a 

powerful catalyst for economic progress. We applaud the pro-business, pro-growth tax 

provisions, including the Section 199A deduction, enhancements to the 179 expensing, 

modifications to the Estate Tax, and the temporary restoration of Bonus Depreciation.   

NAED Statement on House Ways & Means Committee Reconciliation Bill – tEDmag 
 

10. Gasoline and Diesel Fuel Update - U.S. Regular Gasoline Prices (dollars per gallon) 
 Gasoline and Diesel Fuel Update - U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 

 04/28/25 05/05/25 05/12/25 week ago year ago 

U.S.  3.133 3.147 3.120 -0.027 -0.488 

East Coast (PADD1)  2.987 2.998 2.947 -0.051 -0.544 

New England (PADD1A)  2.948 2.959 2.953 -0.006 -0.630 

Central Atlantic  3.112 3.113 3.090 -0.023 -0.561 

Lower Atlantic)  2.918 2.935 2.856 -0.079 -0.512 

Midwest (PADD2) 2.992 3.027 2.978 -0.049 -0.456 

Gulf Coast (PADD3)  2.686 2.722 2.692 -0.030 -0.476 

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/new-jersey-bpu-nuclear-rfi-pseg/747349/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/5296169-energy-department-proposes-to-cut-47-rules-in-largest-deregulatory-effort-in-history/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/5296169-energy-department-proposes-to-cut-47-rules-in-largest-deregulatory-effort-in-history/
https://tedmag.com/naed-statement-on-house-ways-means-committee-reconciliation-bill/
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/?utm_medium=email
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_nus_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r10_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1x_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1y_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1z_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r20_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r30_w.htm
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 04/28/25 05/05/25 05/12/25 week ago year ago 

Rocky Mountain (PADD4)  3.134 3.118 3.137 0.019 -0.264 

West Coast (PADD5)  4.192 4.156 4.224 0.068 -0.470 

West Coast less CA  3.757 3.721 3.760 0.039 -0.550  
 

11. US, Saudi Arabia Agree on Energy & Critical Mineral Deals - The MOU also highlights 

the intent to collaborate in various fields including petroleum refining and refined products 

trading, electricity generation technologies and energy storage systems, and artificial 

intelligence projects to accelerate deployment of energy-driven innovations.  The two sides 

also outlined areas for cooperation on civil nuclear energy, including safety, security, and 

nonproliferation programs; vocational training and workforce development; U.S. Generation 

III+ advanced large reactor technologies and small modular reactors; uranium exploration, 

mining, and milling; and safe and secure nuclear waste disposal.  The signings coincided 

with President Trump’s announcement that he secured a $600 billion investment commitment 

from Saudi Arabia.  US, Saudi Arabia Agree on Energy & Critical Mineral Deals – electrifiED 

12. Streetlight Claims 250 Lm/W - Chinese manufacturer, EXC Technology, claims to have 

surpassed the 250 lumens per watt (lm/W) efficiency barrier—a significant milestone in the 

pursuit of more energy-efficient outdoor lighting. The company, based in Shenzhen, unveiled 

its MYS4C/MLS6C module, reporting a luminous efficacy of 250.5 lm/W. EXC attributes 

this high efficiency to a combination of advanced optical design, high-quality LED chips, and 

precision manufacturing processes. Streetlight Claims 250 Lm/W | LightNOW 

 

13. Big Tech's Next AI Bet Is a 'Watershed Moment,' Analyst Says — And a $1 Trillion 

Opportunity by Shannon Carroll - At the core of this strategy is a growing alliance between 

Gulf governments and U.S. technology companies. The Middle East could rapidly become 

the next major frontier for artificial intelligence, and U.S. tech giants are lining up to cash in. 

Nvidia, Microsoft (MSFT), Amazon (AMZN), Alphabet (GOOGL), Palantir (PLTR), and 

Tesla (TSLA) are all positioning themselves in the region to be key players in what could be 

full-throttle AI buildout. In what Wedbush analysts are calling a “watershed moment” for Big 

Tech, recent developments in the region mean the AI boom might be rapidly shifting its 

center of gravity.  A wave of investment in AI infrastructure across Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates is signaling an acceleration in U.S. tech companies’ expansion abroad. 

According to a Monday note from analysts led by Dan Ives, the region is poised to become 

one of the most important global markets for AI over the next decade, potentially adding over 

$1 trillion.  Big Tech's next AI bet is a 'watershed moment,' analyst says — and a $1 trillion opportunity 

 

14. Americans in Their 80s and 90s Are Redefining Old Age by Amy Dockser Marcus -

Dementia rates are down, recovery rates are up. Many are thriving mentally and physically 

deep into their later years. According to research at the Stanford Center on Longevity, older 

Americans report higher levels of emotional well-being and lower levels of negative 

https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r40_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r50_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r5xca_w.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/05/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-secures-historic-600-billion-investment-commitment-in-saudi-arabia/
https://tedelectrified.com/us-saudi-arabia-agree-on-energy-critical-mineral-deals/
https://www.lightnowblog.com/2025/05/streetlight-claims-250-lm-w/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/big-tech-s-next-ai-bet-is-a-watershed-moment-analyst-says-and-a-1-trillion-opportunity/ar-AA1F4Aqj?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=8807a940e0ae404d819430981e4567ec&ei=34
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emotions compared with young adults.  By 2034, for the first time in U.S. history, adults 65 

and older will outnumber people under 18. Although more older Americans are living with 

chronic disease such as arthritis, high blood pressure or diabetes, Lachs said these statistics 

say little about the quality of these lives.  No one now disputes the role that regular exercise, 

good sleep and a healthy diet play in lengthening lives and improving their quality. The 

market for more radical interventions for boosting health and longevity, including 

supplements and off-label drugs, is robust and growing.  Americans in Their 80s and 90s Are 

Redefining Old Age - WSJ 

 

15. Announcing Grok 3 and Grok 3 Mini on Azure AI Foundry - Microsoft and xAI are 

thrilled to unveil the availability of Grok 3 and Grok 3 Mini into the Azure AI Foundry 

Models, marking a significant milestone in AI accessibility and innovation. This 

collaboration combines xAI’s cutting-edge models with Azure’s enterprise-ready 

infrastructure, giving developers access to Grok 3’s advanced capabilities in a secure, 

scalable environment.  Grok models enable a range of enterprise scenarios with advanced 

capabilities in reasoning, coding, and visual processing.  Announcing Grok 3 and Grok 3 

Mini on Azure AI Foundry | Azure AI Foundry Blog 

e-Learning Showcase 

https://www.wsj.com/health/wellness/americans-in-their-80s-and-90s-are-redefining-old-age-5f8ae8a6?mod=djem10point
https://www.wsj.com/health/wellness/americans-in-their-80s-and-90s-are-redefining-old-age-5f8ae8a6?mod=djem10point
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/foundry/announcing-grok-3-and-grok-3-mini-on-azure-ai-foundry/?mod=djemTechThings
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/foundry/announcing-grok-3-and-grok-3-mini-on-azure-ai-foundry/?mod=djemTechThings
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15. Innovation in the Digital  

Innovation in the Digital Age.mp4 

Sponsored by naturaLED LED Lighting Solutions 

 

New product development is essential to survival in this dynamic global 

economy.  This e-learning session ups the ante to INNOVATION.  We have 

never seen change at this level of velocity and with the emergence of AI, it will 

speed up.  Clayton Christensen when he was at Harvard University detailed 

three (3) essential forms of innovation in his book: The Innovator’s 

Dilemma.  Worth reading……….my goal with this virtual learning session is 

to cover his essential points in order to encourage you to research this subject 

in more detail. Jack Welch said it best: If the rate of change outside is greater 

than the rate of change inside, the end is near.  
 

  

 

Next month – STP is Customer-Centric Marketing - Sponsored by FSG: 

1. Segmenting 

2. Targeting 

3. Positioning 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mi9ln5vda38mzowc3tp78/Innovation-in-the-Digital-Age.mp4?rlkey=ozt52bwc4bu0qo1lf1pugczvm&e=1&st=q0qzo7b2&dl=0
https://naturaled.com/
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1. BriteSwitch: LED-to-LED Upgrades and Rebates - Early 

adopters who first transitioned from fluorescent and HID to LED 

lighting a decade ago are discovering that it's time to replace 

their early-generation fixtures. Traditionally, rebate programs haven't supported LED-to-LED 

upgrades, but that's starting to change. As LED technology has evolved, both light quality 

and efficacy have significantly improved. One effective way to measure these advancements 

is by examining the Design Lights Consortium's (DLC) technical requirements. Increased 

efficacy basically means that new LED fixtures have to use fewer watts to get the same light 

output, providing an opportunity to realize additional energy savings.  RebatePro makes it 

easy to sort through all the rebates in the US and Canada. LED-to-LED Upgrades and Rebates 
 

2. DALI Alliance and IES Collaborate for Lighting Standardization and Education -The  
DALI Alliance and the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) are pleased to announce a 

strategic collaboration aimed at advancing the development, adoption, and harmonization of 

educational initiatives around global lighting standards. Through this collaboration, the DALI 

Alliance and IES will coordinate on activities such as education and training programs, and 

outreach to designers, engineers, and specifiers. The goal is to create greater alignment across 

lighting technologies and accelerate the deployment of intelligent and sustainable lighting 

solutions worldwide. DALI Alliance and IES Collaborate for Lighting Standardization and Education – tEDmag 
 

Publications of Learning 
 

3. AI Changes Search Game for Marketers - In a matter of months, artificial intelligence has 

begun to change how people search for things online in ways that alarm some marketers. 

Consumers who use traditional search engines like Google and Bing are now greeted atop 

their search results by AI-generated summaries of the topics at hand. OpenAI said last month 

that ChatGPT will soon roll out a shopping button that redirects users to a merchant’s 

website, where they can buy the product they were researching.  OpenAI says ChatGPT now 

processes roughly one billion searches a week, but Google handles 5 trillion searches each 

year, or around 100 times that total, according to its most recent figures.  “This is not big for 

us yet, but it could be,” Joy Howard said of LLM searches.  Q1i1BlXWfajcTTkzC3B2-

WSJNewsPaper-5-12-2025.pdf 
 

4. Google to Fund NECA Training Program - Google is announcing a new paper and support 

for an effort to train 100,000 electrical workers and 30,000 new apprentices in the United 

States. This is Google’s news release: AI presents the United States with a generational 

opportunity for extraordinary innovation and growth. The deployment of AI will grow the 

American economy, create jobs, accelerate scientific advances and more. Fully realizing 

these opportunities requires an effort to rapidly increase the capacity of the nation’s existing, 

sometimes antiquated energy system. This in turn requires accelerating innovation and 

investment in advanced energy technologies; optimizing use of the existing grid and 

unlocking construction of new transmission infrastructure; and developing the labor force 

needed to build new energy infrastructure. Through shared public and private efforts to 

introduce and support training programs like this one, the U.S. can develop a model for 

training the next generation workforce. Google to Fund NECA Training Program – electrifiED 

https://designlights.org/
https://briteswitch.com/rebatepro-for-lighting.php
https://briteswitch.com/news/LED-to-LED-upgrades-and-rebates.php
https://www.dali-alliance.org/
https://www.ies.org/
https://tedmag.com/dali-alliance-and-ies-collaborate-for-lighting-standardization-and-education/
https://www.wsj.com/edition/resources/documents/print/Q1i1BlXWfajcTTkzC3B2-WSJNewsPaper-5-12-2025.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/edition/resources/documents/print/Q1i1BlXWfajcTTkzC3B2-WSJNewsPaper-5-12-2025.pdf
https://tedelectrified.com/google-to-fund-neca-training-program/
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New Technologies 
 

5. Sollum Expands Its Family of Dynamic LED Grow Lights: SF-ONE™, SF-PRO™ and 

SF-MAX™ - Sollum Technologies is pleased to expand its lighting family, which now 

features three new fixtures: the SF-ONE™, the SF-

PRO™ and the SF-MAX™. Designed to accommodate 

various lighting strategies, these new LED fixtures will 

meet the diverse needs of a rapidly growing clientele, 

from large scale to niche producers.   All products come 

bundled with the SUN as a Service® cloud-based 

platform as well as access to Sollum’s smart support so 

that clients can reap all the benefits of a fully dynamic 

lighting solution. Each fixture responds to growers’ business priorities. 
Sollum expands its family of dynamic LED grow lights: SF-ONE™, SF-PRO™ AND SF-MAX™ 

 

6. NIGHT BREAKER® LED SMART ECE H11 – The First ECE Approved LED Retrofit 

Lamp from OSRAM - The NIGHT BREAKER® LED SMART ECE H11 is approved as a 

direct replacement for H11 halogen lamps. It 

delivers a modern bright white light with a color 

temperature of up to 6000 Kelvin. Its impressive 

light output ensures optimum visibility for the driver, 

while the glare seen by other road users is up to 50 

percent less than the legally permissible maximum 

values. Compared to standard halogen lamps, these 

LED retrofit lamps consume up to 60 percent less 

energy and last up to six times longer thanks to LED technology and the specially developed 

vibration-resistant design. For the first time there is no need for a compatibility list, no need 

to verify the headlamp approval number, no need to carry official approval documents, and 

no need to affix stickers. First ECE approved LED retrofit H11 | ams OSRAM 

 
7. Pickleball & Tennis Court Illumination by U.S. Architectural Lighting  - U.S. 

Architectural Lighting recently introduced Baseline – Pickleball & Tennis Court 

Lighting. Designed specifically for the court, 

Baseline uses a Type IV CL precision optic 

designed especially to meet IESNA / USA 

Pickleball / USTA Standard Performance 

Criteria for court photometrics. The luminaires 

distribute uniform light across the court surface 

without creating hot spots. To minimize glare, 

the light is directed at a low angle onto the 

court surface avoiding direct glare into the eyes 

of the players to prevent discomfort or distractions during play. The Baseline is 

available in five sizes in wattages from 85W to 550W, with up to four fixtures per pole, 

in parallel assembly arrangements, allowing a wide range of lumen packages. 

https://usaltg.com/product/bas/  

https://www.sollumtechnologies.com/in-the-news/sollum-expands-its-family-of-dynamic-led-grow-lights-sf-one-tm-sf-pro-tm-and-sf-max-tm
https://ams-osram.com/news/press-release/first-ece-approved-led-retrofit-h11
https://usaltg.com/product/bas/
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8. FDL 7×7 Floodlights CCT3 1/2″ Knuckle Mount with Selectable 

Wattages by naturaLED - The naturaLED® 7X7 floodlight offers 

selectable wattages and color temperatures for versatile lighting solutions. 

With a flood beam distribution, it replaces up to 400-watt fixtures and 

includes a built-in photocell for efficiency. Its IP65 water-resistant rating 

ensures durability in outdoor conditions. Ideal for security, perimeters, 

entryways, facades, landscapes, and architectural lighting, it delivers bright 

and reliable illumination. The pre-installed 1/2” knuckle mount allows for easy installation 

and angle adjustment. This floodlight provides a flexible and energy-efficient solution for 

various residential and commercial applications. APPLICATIONS: Security, Architectural, 

Perimeter, Entryway, Pathway, Landscape  FDL 7X7 Floodlight CCT3 (1/2” Knuckle – 

naturaLED  Spec sheet: FDL_7x7_9734_9735_KNC  

 

9. Elon Musk and Mark Zuckerberg Think Smartphones Are on Their Way Out. Tim Cook 

Says They’re Just Getting Better by Olga Racinowska - Are we approaching the end of the 

smartphone era, and what could possibly replace them? Interestingly, three big tech leaders 

have totally different takes on where things are headed.   

Mark Zuckerberg’s vision for 2030 - the Orion AR glasses prototype, a device meant to 

replace smartphones by letting you use 3D holograms, control apps, chat, and navigate using 

just your voice, eye movements, and gestures. Meta plans to launch Orion around 2027 and 

has poured over $80 billion into AR and VR tech since 2014. 

Elon Musk wants to replace your phone with your brain - Neuralink is developing brain-

computer interfaces (BCIs) that could eventually replace smartphones. Their implants let you 

control tech using only your thoughts, with no need for screens or buttons. Musk’s long-term 

vision includes wild ideas like telepathy, memory upgrades, and even merging AI with the 

human brain. 

Tim Cook says smartphones are here to stay - Back down to earth for a sec. Tim Cook 

thinks phones will stay a key part of our daily routine, with smarter AI features and things 

like AR and wearables adding to the mix instead of taking over. 
Elon Musk and Mark Zuckerberg think smartphones are on their way out. Tim Cook says they’re just getting better 

 

10. AR + AI: Evolution from Tool to “Second Brain” - Dr. Qiu Xiaoling, CFO of JBD, has 

recently delivered a penetrating analysis of the MicroLED microdisplay 

and AR glasses ecosystem, illuminating how these once-independent 

frontiers are coalescing to redefine wearable AI. As AI evolves from 

merely being “smarter” toward truly “more attuned to you,” users 

increasingly expect an always-on digital assistant. AR glasses have 

emerged as the quintessential conduit for frictionless, context-aware 

interaction, and the ultra-compact MicroLED microdisplay has become the linchpin 

technology that turns the vision of lightweight, all-day wearable intelligence into daily 

reality. The fusion of AI and AR offers consumers a far more natural, convenient means of 

interaction and is catalyzing a revolution in smart wearable electronics. Meta’s CTO Andrew 

Bosworth has remarked, “The always-on AI experience will allow smart glasses to replace 

the smartphone.”  [News] AR + AI: Evolution from Tool to “Second Brain” - LEDinside 

https://naturaled.com/product/floodlights-1-2-knuckle-mount-pho-fdl/
https://naturaled.com/?s=FDL+7X7+Floodlight+CCT3+%281%2F2%E2%80%9D+Knuckle
https://naturaled.com/?s=FDL+7X7+Floodlight+CCT3+%281%2F2%E2%80%9D+Knuckle
https://naturaled.com/assets-led/flyer/FDL_7x7_9734_9735_KNC.pdf
https://www.meta.com/en-gb/emerging-tech/orion/?utm_source=about.meta.com&utm_medium=redirect
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/elon-musk-and-mark-zuckerberg-think-smartphones-are-on-their-way-out-tim-cook-says-they-re-just-getting-better/ar-AA1F3301?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=8807a940e0ae404d819430981e4567ec&ei=67
https://www.ledinside.com/news/2025/5/2025_05_09_03
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

LearnersLive Special Feature 
Intimidated by AI? Here’s How to Get Started by Nicole Nguyen - It’s 2025, and generative AI 

is only getting bigger. If you’ve been too intimidated to get into the chatbot game, now’s your 

chance. 

 

Key Points 

• Generative AI is transforming many aspects of life, and using the tools can help you 

understand how it’s changing the world. 

• Chatbots are massive troves of information that you can access by typing or speaking plainly, 

and each bot has its own strengths and weaknesses. 

• To get the best results from AI, be specific with prompts, add context, ask for citations and 

format the response. 

 

If you have a friend, child or co-worker who won’t shut up about ChatGPT or some other 

generative-AI chatbot, but you’ve been too embarrassed to ask where to start, this is for you. The 

buzzy, mysterious tech is transforming every aspect of our lives, from high-school 

English to pharmaceutical discovery. At the very least, by using these tools, you’ll understand 

how generative AI is changing our world. And you might discover some productivity hacks for 

your own life in the process. Recent breakthroughs in image generation create impressive 

pictures within minutes. And voice chats and other advanced tools are now available in free 

accounts.  

 

First, a primer. If you’re wondering which bot to use and how all this is different from searching 

the web, welcome, you’re in the right place. 

 

Choose your bot 

Don’t think of a “chatbot” as a conversational buddy. It’s a massive trove of information and 

“learning” that you can access by typing or speaking plainly. Each bot has a different personality 

and a different way of surfacing information. While they were all trained on books, websites and 

other media—gazillions of words, images and sounds—each one has its own strengths and 

weaknesses. 

• OpenAI’s ChatGPT was first on the scene and is the most well-known. It has the most 

features—including a (subscribers-only) video generator. 

• Microsoft Copilot, powered by a mix of OpenAI and Microsoft MSFT 2.32%increase; 

green up pointing triangle tech, has an approachable interface for beginners. 

• Google’s Gemini brings search into the mix and can export data to Docs.  

• Anthropic’s Claude markets itself as “safety-first” AI. It currently doesn’t have image or 

voice tools. 

And there are many others, including Meta AI and xAI’s Grok. You can try most free through a 

web browser or mobile app, often with an account sign-up. Free accounts tend to limit how far 

you can go, and premium accounts typically cost $20 a month. 

 

How—and why—to prompt 

Generative AI can save you time. A chatbot can synthesize a relevant answer in seconds, instead 

of sending you down a 15-minute search rabbit hole. Once you get the hang of it, you can consult 

https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/chatgpt-ai-cheating-students-97075d3c?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/chatgpt-ai-cheating-students-97075d3c?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ai-powered-databases-boost-the-alzheimers-drug-discovery-process-b9b75180?mod=article_inline
https://chatgpt.com/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://www.wsj.com/market-data/quotes/MSFT
https://www.wsj.com/market-data/quotes/MSFT
https://www.wsj.com/market-data/quotes/MSFT
https://gemini.google.com/
https://claude.ai/new
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/meta-launches-new-standalone-ai-app-rivaling-chatgpt-60c0d161?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/google-search-chatgpt-perplexity-gemini-6ac749d9?mod=article_inline
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

it as a thought partner for more-creative pursuits. The technology can still make mistakes, known 

as hallucinations, but it is maturing. And its responses often provide the starting point you’re 

looking for. 

 

It all starts with a prompt—a specific instruction or question for the AI. Think of it as shaping 

your request to coax a better response. For best results, follow these guidelines: 

• Undo your search brain. Instead of searching “bikes under $500,” provide more detail. I’m 

looking for a bike under $500. What kind of materials and components should I consider to 

balance quality and performance with affordability? 

• Be specific. AI will fill in details you leave out, so add as much context as you can. The 

wordier your prompt, the more personalized the response. 

• Add a reference. Adjust its tone by asking something like “Write in the style of The Wall 

Street Journal’s Nicole Nguyen.” (But please don’t.) You can also specify the role it should 

play by starting with “You are a foreign language tutor” or “You are an interior decorator.” 

• Make it up. Want to dream up something that doesn’t exist? AI can generate all-new stories, 

poems or images. (You can also upload your own image for AI to play with.) 

• You want a cute puppy pic that doesn’t exist? Ask AI to make it for you. Create an image of 

a happy black Lab puppy in San Francisco’s Alamo Square Park in the style of 1990s anime.  

• Keep it focused. Bots sometimes spew words, so impose a limit: “List three pros and cons” 

or “summarize a concept in two paragraphs.” To prevent confusion, avoid unrelated 

questions in the same prompt. 

• Ask for citations. If you’re worried about credibility, ask the AI to cite its sources. The bot 

will link to source material from, for example, government websites or peer-reviewed 

studies. To be extra careful, check those sources.  

• Follow up. Unsure about the response? Say “walk me through how you arrived at this 

conclusion, step by step.” You can also prompt the bot to elaborate or rewrite the reply. 

• Format the response. Say “give me a bullet list” or “put this into an easy-to-read table.” You 

can also ask for a downloadable, printable PDF response. 

 

Ready to level up? 

Tinker with these newer features. I specify which chatbot to try here, because availability varies.  

• Web search: It’s handy for shopping, recipes and how-to’s. Use ChatGPT, Copilot, Claude or 

Perplexity. You can press a button or flip the “web search” switch for more real-time info. 

• ChatGPT’s voice mode lets you talk to your bot naturally. You can adjust AI’s accent and 

personality in settings. 

• Voice mode: You can talk to your bot, even practice a foreign language. Use ChatGPT, 

Copilot or Gemini. Hit the mic and ask away. 

• Deep research: To have the bot sift through huge amounts of public information and generate 

a tidy report, select “deep research.” Use ChatGPT or Claude. The bot can take anywhere 

from a few minutes to a half-hour to compile. 

 

AI is powerful but imperfect. Always fact-check critical information and keep private and 

personal information confidential. And remember: In an emergency, you should still call 911—

don’t just ask AI!  Write to Nicole Nguyen at nicole.nguyen@wsj.com 

 
A Late Adopter’s Guide to AI: From Picking a Chatbot to Crafting Smarter Prompts for Better Answers - WSJ 

https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/google-search-chatgpt-perplexity-gemini-6ac749d9?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/google-search-chatgpt-perplexity-gemini-6ac749d9?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/ai-chatbots-chatgpt-gemini-copilot-meta-c6835d9d?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/chatgpt-claude-deepseek-ai-features-compared-c5e1483c?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/chatgpt-claude-deepseek-ai-features-compared-c5e1483c?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/chatgpt-tips-privacy-987099b4?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/tech/personal-tech/chatgpt-tips-privacy-987099b4?mod=article_inline
mailto:nicole.nguyen@wsj.com
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/using-ai-tips-prompts-chatbots-61d0964c?mod=djem10point
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