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Peter Thiel 

In a world that’s changing so quickly, the biggest risk you can take is not taking any risk. 
 

A great company is a conspiracy to change the world.  
 

The most successful businesses have an idea for the future that's very different from the 

present. 
 

Success is the feeling you get from a job well done, and the key thing is to do the work. 
 
 

 

Something to Think About… Learners vs. Learned by Bill Attardi 
Learners possess certain attributes that distinguish them from the learned. They anticipate rather 

than react to change.  Some call that vision. They become essential facilitators of change within 

their altered environment. They can skillfully communicate the new and technically esoteric with 

a clarity that leads to understanding and advocacy. Organizations that don’t value learning and 

the change that springs from learning will struggle to stay relevant in this fast-paced ever-

changing marketplace.  
 

Learners influence change in an organization and, in turn, their leaders allow people to adapt to 

that change.  As an Educator, my ambition here is to express my view that education, the 

learning process, is not a one-time event but rather, something you do all the time.  Sounds a lot 

like Vince Lombardi when he talked about doing things right, not once in a while but all the 

time, right?  Winning is everything… remember that?   
 

College students are there to learn, to prepare for a life of success in a leadership role with an 

organization of their instigation or rather, maybe one of their choosing.  In my undergraduate 

classes, especially when they are mostly seniors, and certainly in my graduate classes at 

Monmouth University, I congratulate them for the progress they have made so far in their 

collegiate work as learners and no matter the future, each and every one of them has earned the 

right to be called highly competent individuals……as long as they continue to nourish the 

learning process.  

http://attardimarketing.com/
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55MJG6ExUmy00jP_NiqIkbPffS6jWwkJXxv6tz97YxduLDX4aKLy4ZfXslM87ELaa-6zXL-PNS9atnsjB_vI-KHCd4p2JbW9oqcFo9sQ19YpZUv2EO4HDc5g=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==


2 
 

Something you may not know! 

 
 

Eric Hoffer observed, "In times of change learners inherit the earth; while the learned find 

themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists."   

 
Did you know… 
What Are Stablecoins and How Do They Work? 

Stablecoins are less volatile than other cryptocurrencies (like Bitcoin) and due to crypto assets' 

inherent instability, stablecoins are growing in popularity with both crypto and traditional 

markets. Stablecoins are a type of crypto asset, but one that offers a way to bridge the gap 

between fiat currencies like the U.S. dollar and cryptocurrencies. Because they are price-stable 

digital assets that behave like fiat but maintain the mobility and utility of cryptocurrency, 

stablecoins are a novel solution to crypto volatility: price stability is built directly into the assets 

themselves.  There are four primary stablecoin types, identifiable by their underlying collateral 

structure: fiat-backed, crypto-backed, commodity-backed, and algorithmic stablecoins.  What 

Are Stablecoins and How Do They Work? | Gemini 

 
Market News 

1. The World’s Largest Energy Lender Has a New Head: Here’s How It Could Shape U.S. 

Policy by Pippa Stevens - Former Apollo executive Gregory Beard was recently tapped to 

run the Office of Energy Dominance Financing, the largest energy lender in the world, with 

some $289 billion in loan authority. Beard has only been at the helm for a few weeks, but he 

has big plans for the agency, including dispensing capital at a record rate. Under 

President Joe Biden and his climate-focused administration, the agency was supercharged, 

acting as a green bank of sorts. Staff quadrupled, and the Inflation Reduction Act grew 

available funds by tenfold. But with the new administration, the office has changed course, 

shedding the green angle that President Donald Trump has called a scam. In addition to an 

official name change, the agency is now focused on six areas: nuclear; coal, oil, gas and 

hydrocarbons; critical materials and minerals; geothermal; grid and transmission; and 

manufacturing and transportation. The world's largest energy lender has a new head: Here's 

how it could shape U.S. policy 

 

2. Paramount Wins Bidding War for Warner Discovery After Netflix Drops Out by Joe Flint - 

Netflix says it wouldn’t match Paramount’s revised offer for storied entertainment company. 

Earlier this week, Paramount submitted its revised bid of $31 a share, or about $81 

billion. Pending regulatory approval, Paramount will own not only Warner Bros. and HBO, 

but also many popular cable networks including CNN, TNT, TBS and Food Network. The 

deal would represent a ground shift for the entertainment industry, which is trying to adapt to 

seismic shifts in audience habits and technology. If Paramount’s transaction ultimately 

closes, it will add CNN to a portfolio that already includes CBS News, likely raising 

concerns from media watchdogs. Ellison has revamped CBS News since taking over 

Paramount. He installed Bari Weiss, the provocative founder of the digital news and opinion 

outlet the Free Press, as editor in chief and has said he wants CBS News “to speak to that 

70% of the audience that would really define themselves at center-left to center-right.” 

Paramount Skydance Wins Warner Bros. Discovery Bidding War - WSJ 

https://www.gemini.com/cryptopedia/what-is-bitcoin
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/notes/feds-notes/primary-and-secondary-markets-for-stablecoins-20240223.html
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/notes/feds-notes/primary-and-secondary-markets-for-stablecoins-20240223.html
https://www.gemini.com/cryptopedia/what-are-stablecoins-how-do-they-work
https://www.gemini.com/cryptopedia/what-are-stablecoins-how-do-they-work
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/22/the-worlds-largest-energy-lender-has-a-new-head-heres-how-it-could-shape-us-policy.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/22/the-worlds-largest-energy-lender-has-a-new-head-heres-how-it-could-shape-us-policy.html
https://www.wsj.com/business/media/warner-discovery-says-paramounts-latest-bid-is-superior-to-netflix-deal-e0ceea4c?mod=djem10point


3 
 

Something you may not know! 

 
 

3. AI Is Outpacing America’s Power Grid. Nuclear Must Become a National Priority by 

Mark Whitney - Nuclear energy is an immediate, national strategic imperative. Advanced 

nuclear technologies, including smaller, faster-to-build reactors, deliver reliable, scalable and 

zero-carbon power. Unlike wind or solar, nuclear operates 24/7, which is exactly what 

hyperscale AI data centers require. The early movers are acting:  

• Microsoft has entered a 20-year power purchase agreement with Constellation, based on 

the restart of Three Mile Island Unit 1. 

• Amazon has secured access to nearly 2 GW of nuclear power via Talen Energy. 

• Google is collaborating with Kairos Power on small modular reactors. 

• Meta is issuing nuclear-focused energy requests. 

The message is clear: secure dependable, carbon-free power now, or face capacity shortages 

and rising costs. AI is outpacing America’s power grid. Nuclear must become a national 

priority. | Utility Dive 
 

4. DOE Allots $171.5 Million to Expand US Geothermal Energy - The U.S. Department of 

Energy (DOE) announced a funding opportunity of $171.5 million to support next-generation 

geothermal field-scale tests for both electricity generation and exploration drilling to support 

characterization and potential confirmation of promising geothermal prospects. The activities 

enabled by this opportunity will help advance geothermal technology, innovation, and 

exploration, in turn supporting the potential for geothermal energy to provide affordable, 

reliable, around-the-clock domestic electricity to Americans nationwide. Although the United 

States leads the world in geothermal electricity capacity with about four gigawatts, DOE 

analysis shows the potential for at least 300 gigawatts of reliable, flexible geothermal power 

on the U.S. grid by 2050. DOE Allots $171.5 Million to Expand US Geothermal Energy – electrifiED 

 

5. ADP: February National Employment Report - Private sector employment increased by 

63,000 jobs in February and pay was up 4.5 percent year-over-year, according to the 

February ADP National Employment Report® produced by ADP Research in collaboration 

with the Stanford Digital Economy Lab (“Stanford Lab”). ADP: February National 

Employment Report 

 

6. U.S. Jobs Suffer Broad, Surprise Drop-Off by Justin Lahart – The U.S. lost 92,000 jobs in 

February, a widespread and unexpected downturn for a job market that continues to struggle 

across a broad range of sectors. The employment numbers, reported Friday by the Labor 

Department, fell far short of January’s gain of 126,000 jobs. They were also much worse than 

the gain of 50,000 jobs that economists polled by The Wall Street Journal had expected to 

see. The unemployment rate ticked slightly higher to 4.4%. While that is still low, the Friday 

report exposes troubling weaknesses in a labor market that has shown very little employment 

growth in recent months. rdHkKlPag6piGjbFnd01-WSJNewsPaper-3-7-2026.pdf 

 

7. ams OSRAM Completes Sale of Entertainment & Industry Lamps Business - ams 

OSRAM has closed the sale of its Entertainment and Industry Lamps business to Ushio Inc. 

(Japan) with a deal value of EUR 114 million. The transaction closed March 2nd. More 

information can be found here.  ams OSRAM Completes Sale of Entertainment & Industry Lamps Business 

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/constellation-three-mile-island-nuclear-power-plant-microsoft-data-center-ppa/727652/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/talen-amazon-aws-susquehanna-nuclear-data-centert/750440/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/google-kairos-power-advanced-nuclear-reactor-data-center-electricity-demand-ai/729876/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/meta-seeks-up-to-4-gw-of-new-nuclear-power-to-help-meet-ai-sustainability/734599/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ai-power-grid-nuclear-national-priority/811744/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ai-power-grid-nuclear-national-priority/811744/
https://tedelectrified.com/doe-allots-171-5-million-to-expand-us-geothermal-energy/
http://www.adpemploymentreport.com/?utm_source=PRnewsroom&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=adpnerrelease&utm_content=prrelease020426link1
https://tedmag.com/adp-february-national-employment-report/
https://tedmag.com/adp-february-national-employment-report/
https://www.wsj.com/edition/resources/documents/print/rdHkKlPag6piGjbFnd01-WSJNewsPaper-3-7-2026.pdf
https://ams-osram.com/
https://ams-osram.com/
https://tedmag.com/ams-osram-sells-its-entertainment-and-industry-lamps-business/
https://tedmag.com/ams-osram-sells-its-entertainment-and-industry-lamps-business/
https://tedmag.com/ams-osram-completes-sale-of-entertainment-industry-lamps-business/
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8. Senators Introduce Bill to Modernize America’s Electric Grid - A new bipartisan legislation 

to modernize the nation’s electric grid and meet America’s growing energy demand. This bill 

cuts permitting delays, incentivizes advanced transmission upgrades, strengthens state grid 

planning, and accelerates the deployment of innovative grid technologies to lower costs and 

improve grid reliability for American families and businesses. The REWIRE Act provides a 

commonsense path forward: rather than building new infrastructure from scratch, it upgrades 

existing transmission lines with advanced conductors that can double capacity (a process 

known as “reconductoring”). By reducing congestion and bypassing lengthy permitting 

requirements, reconductoring could reduce grid costs by $85 billion by 2035 and $180 billion 

by 2050. Senators Introduce Bill to Modernize America’s Electric Grid – electrifiED 

 

9. The Electric Grid Needs Huge Upgrades by Katherine Blunt & Jennifer Hiller - The U.S. 

power industry is embarking on an AI-driven expansion of the electric grid, a build-out that 

promises to be one of the most expensive since World War II. Utilities around the country are 

planning to spend tens of billions of dollars to build new high-voltage transmission lines to 

carry electricity from power plants over long distances. Many companies this year announced 

plans to substantially increase capital expenditures to build the new capacity, in large part to 

serve demand from data centers. The White House this month announced that seven of the 

nation’s largest tech companies had agreed to pay for all the costs associated with powering 

new data centers. The Electric Grid Needs Huge Upgrades. No One Knows Who Will Pay for 

Them. - WSJ 

 

10. Interior Department Moves to Cut Red Tape for Oil and Gas Industry - The U.S. 

Department of the Interior is proposing updates to reduce costly regulations on the offshore 

oil and gas industry, freeing up billions of dollars for investment, exploration, production, 

and job growth. The proposal would roll back requirements from a 2024 rule that forced 

companies to set aside about $6.9 billion in supplemental financial assurance. Roughly $6 

billion of that burden would have fallen on small businesses, which make up most of the 

operators on the Outer Continental Shelf. The change is expected to save the industry about 

$484 million each year in compliance costs. Interior Department Moves to Cut Red Tape for 

Oil and Gas Industry – electrifiED 
 

11. MicroLEDs: from Headlamps to the Data Center - When we think about the evolution of AI 

technology, developments in machine learning and large language models come readily to 

mind, as do the latest graphics processing units (GPUs), high-bandwidth memory (HBM), 

and exotic semiconductor technologies such as chiplets and heterogeneous integration.But 

car headlamps? Automotive lighting is not usually seen as an inspiration for the next big 

thing in AI. Interestingly however, high-tech ‘adaptive beam’ front lights are proving the 

reliability and scalability of a valuable optical connectivity technology which could help data 

center operators to meet today’s challenges of increasing network bandwidth, efficiency and 

reliability. But let’s take a step back to understand how headlamps could possibly be relevant 

to the technology of AI data centers at: [News] MicroLEDs: from Headlamps to the Data 

Center - LEDinside 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2024/05/28/reconductoring-us-electricity-grid-renewables/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/reconductoring-power-lines-transmission-capacity-goldman-gridlab/712643/
https://tedelectrified.com/senators-introduce-bill-to-modernize-americas-electric-grid/
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/electricity-expensive-less-reliable-91555a33?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/the-electric-grid-needs-huge-upgrades-no-one-knows-who-will-pay-for-them-2d9e2c11
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/the-electric-grid-needs-huge-upgrades-no-one-knows-who-will-pay-for-them-2d9e2c11
https://www.doi.gov/
https://www.doi.gov/
https://tedelectrified.com/interior-department-moves-to-cut-red-tape-for-oil-and-gas-industry/
https://tedelectrified.com/interior-department-moves-to-cut-red-tape-for-oil-and-gas-industry/
https://www.ledinside.com/news/2026/3/2026_03_16_05
https://www.ledinside.com/news/2026/3/2026_03_16_05
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12. LEDucation Conference to Offer 39 Educational Sessions - Show organizers for the 

LEDucation 2026 Conference in New York released some additional information on 

what should be another packed event. This year’s conference will feature 39 educational 

sessions presented by recognized experts and thought leaders in their fields. Interactive 

virtual programming on April 9–10 will be followed by rich in-person sessions April 

14–15. LEDucation offers a total of 42.5 continuing education credits. Key Highlights 

• The event features 39 educational sessions led by recognized experts, covering both 

technical and design aspects of lighting. 

• Virtual programming on April 9–10 provides deep dives into digital workflows, AI, 

3D printing, and health lighting innovations. 

• In-person sessions on April 14–15 focus on practical design applications, regulatory 

compliance, and emerging industry trends. Registration – LEDucation 
 

13. Light + Building 2026 Industry’s the Sector’s Pace of Innovation - Light + Building 2026 

highlighted the remarkable pace at which innovation is currently advancing across the 

industry. From 8th to 13th March 2026, 1,927 exhibitors from 49 countries showcased a wide 

range of advanced technological solutions in Frankfurt – from the electrification and digital 

connectivity of buildings and urban spaces to sophisticated lighting and design concepts for 

architecture, urban development and interiors. Technologies such as artificial intelligence, 

bidirectional charging, multifunctional interfaces and connected lighting solutions featured 

prominently in many products, marking the next stage in the development of buildings, cities 

and lighting design.  Light + Building 2026 industry’s the sector’s pace of innovation - A1 

Lighting Magazine 

 

14. U.S. Regular Gasoline Prices (dollars per gallon) – 

 03/02/26 03/09/26 03/16/26 2 year ago year ago    
week ago 

U.S. 3.015 3.502 3.720 0.267 0.662 0.218 

East Coast 
 

2.882 3.363 3.577 0.228 0.628 0.214 

New England 
 

2.878 3.352 3.538 0.288 0.614 0.186 

Central Atlantic 
 

2.967 3.419 3.612 0.218 0.558 0.193 

Lower Atlantic 
 

2.830 3.330 3.566 0.224 0.677 0.236 

Midwest 
 

2.794 3.276 3.393 0.084 0.499 0.117 

Gulf Coast 
 

2.644 3.109 3.412 0.313 0.783 0.303 

Rocky Mountain 
 

2.758 3.258 3.637 0.471 0.639 0.379 

West Coast 
 

4.160 4.690 4.987 0.607 0.926 0.297 

West Coast 

less California 

3.791 4.215 4.521 0.527 0.866 0.306 

                   Gasoline and Diesel Fuel Update - U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 

https://leducation.org/registration/
https://www.a1lightingmagazine.com/latest-news/light-building-2026-industrys-the-sectors-pace-of-innovation/
https://www.a1lightingmagazine.com/latest-news/light-building-2026-industrys-the-sectors-pace-of-innovation/
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_nus_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r10_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r10_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1x_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1x_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1y_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1y_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1z_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r1z_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r20_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r20_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r30_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r30_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r40_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r40_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r50_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r50_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r5xca_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_gnd_dcus_r5xca_w.htm
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/?utm_medium=email
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15. How the Red-Hot AI Data Center Boom Is Igniting Demand for a New, Lucrative Career 

Path: Trade Workers - Demand for new AI data centers is surging, but they can’t build 

themselves. Big Tech is funneling billions into building out these specialized facilities, with 

the four hyperscalers, Alphabet, Microsoft, Meta, and Amazon, committing nearly $700 

billion in combined capex spending this year to fund these developments. While anxiety 

around AI replacing white-collar jobs has reached a fever pitch, the data center boom is 

creating lucrative opportunities for skilled trade workers. Between 2022 and 2026, demand 

for robotic technicians increased by 107%. For cooling — or HVAC — system engineers, the 

growth rate was 67%, workers and electricians increased by 27% and vacancies for industrial 

automation technicians grew by 51%. Meanwhile, it’s essential to update outdated 

mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems every four to six years. Specialized and 

technical professionals moving into high-level data center roles often see a 25% to 30% pay 

increase.  AI ignites demand for tradespeople powering data center build-out 

 

16. Islandwide Blackout Hits Cuba As It Struggles with Deepening Energy Crisis by Milexsy 

Durán and Dánica Coto - Officials in Cuba reported an islandwide blackout Monday in the 

country of some 11 million people as its energy and economic crises deepen and its power 

grid continues to crumble. Cuba’s aging grid has drastically eroded in recent years, leading to 

daily outages and an increase in islandwide blackouts. But the government also has blamed 

its woes on a U.S. energy blockade after U.S. President Donald Trump in January warned of 

tariffs on any country that sells or provides oil to Cuba. The Trump administration is 

demanding that Cuba release political prisoners and move toward political and economic 

liberalization in return for a lifting of sanctions. Trump also has raised the possibility of a 

“friendly takeover of Cuba.” The Trump administration is looking for Cuban President 

Miguel Díaz-Canel to leave power as the United States continues to negotiate with the Cuban 

government about the island nation’s future. William LeoGrande, a professor at American 

University who has tracked Cuba for years said, “the economy could collapse just completely 

and then you would have social chaos and probably mass migration.” Islandwide blackout 

hits Cuba as it struggles with energy crisis | AP News 

 

17. Trump Administration Unveils National AI Legislative Framework - The Trump 

Administration is committed to winning the AI race. It  is demonstrating that leadership by 

issuing a comprehensive national legislative framework that addresses the most pressing 

policy topics that AI presents. This framework addresses six key objectives: 

1. Protecting Children and Empowering:  

2. Safeguarding and Strengthening American:  

3. Respecting Intellectual Property Rights and Supporting Creators 

4. Preventing Censorship and Protecting Free Speech:  

5. Enabling Innovation and Ensuring American AI Dominance:  

6. Educating Americans and Developing an AI-Ready Workforce:  

Trump Administration Unveils National AI Legislative Framework – electrifiED  

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/12/31/ai-data-centers-debt-sam-altman-elon-musk-mark-zuckerberg.html
https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/GOOGL/
https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/MSFT/
https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/META/
https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/AMZN/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/06/google-microsoft-meta-amazon-ai-cash.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/06/google-microsoft-meta-amazon-ai-cash.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/12/21/ai-job-cuts-amazon-microsoft-and-more-cite-ai-for-2025-layoffs.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/18/ai-data-center-buildout-jobs-salary-skilled-traders-worker-shortage.html
https://apnews.com/article/oil-cuba-tariffs-trump-mexico-30f1d74a766fee23001684a5bb8079d9
https://apnews.com/article/cuba-power-outage-electricity-4dcd92d4b7b3bbeda88622b543074ceb
https://apnews.com/article/cuba-power-outage-electricity-4dcd92d4b7b3bbeda88622b543074ceb
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03.20.26-National-Policy-Framework-for-Artificial-Intelligence-Legislative-Recommendations.pdf
https://tedelectrified.com/trump-administration-unveils-national-ai-legislative-framework/
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18. Nvidia, Emerald AI Partner with Power Companies on New AI Factories - Nvidia and 

Emerald AI said they would work with several power producers to develop a new class of AI 

factories, designed to connect to energy grids faster and support power systems as surging 

demand for artificial intelligence strains electricity infrastructure. The facilities will operate 

as what the companies on Monday called flexible energy assets, supporting power grids by 

modulating consumption and leveraging on-site generation and storage. Participating power 

companies include AES, Constellation, Invenergy, NextEra Energy, Nscale Energy & Power, 

and Vistra.  Nvidia, Emerald AI Partner With Power Companies on New AI Factories - WSJ 

 

19. Report Shows TSMC Hitting Demand Maximum - Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing 

Company (TSMC) is reportedly reaching its limit for supply chain demand, creating 

bottlenecks for the first time in the company’s history.  As demand if AI chips grows, the 

company that once thought it would never hit capacity is now falling behind. In a report in 

Reuters, the strain is forcing TSMC to build more facilities by the end of next year. TSMC 

announced it was struggling with demand earlier this year, as the AI infrastructure grow at a 

rapid pace. The company is continuing its partnerships with Nvidia and Apple. Business 

News Today – tEDmag 

 

20. US Jobless Claims Inch Up, Labor Market Remains Stable -  The number of Americans 

filing for unemployment benefits rose slightly last week, signaling a labor market that 

remains steady despite ongoing economic uncertainty. New data from the U.S. Department of 

Labor for the week ending March 21 shows initial jobless claims increased by 5,000 to 

210,000. The four-week moving average was 210,500, a decrease of 250 from the previous 

week. At the same time, continuing claims fell to 1.82 million, the lowest level since May 

2024. The figures suggest layoffs remain relatively low and employers are largely holding 

onto workers.  US Jobless Claims Inch Up, Labor Market Remains Stable – tEDmag 

 

21. Dallas Fed Survey: War Uncertainty Capping Firms’ Ambitions by Geert De 

Lombaerde - Seven out of 10 oil-and-gas executives surveyed by the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Dallas think the price of a barrel of West Texas Intermediate (WTI), which 

flirted with $100 in the last 2 weeks, will finish 2026 below $80. But with the war with 

Iran “wreaking havoc” in commodity markets, most firms aren’t rushing to overhaul 

their 2026 production plans. Fed researchers’ quarterly survey of industry players from 

about 130 companies in Texas and parts of Louisiana and New Mexico showed that the 

average WTI price forecast for year-end is around $74. That’s up significantly from the 

$62 outlook from 3 months ago and well below the roughly $94/bbl at which WTI was 

being priced during the Fed’s survey period earlier this month. At $74, WTI would also 

be at a price high enough for most production to be profitable.   Executives are more 

positive about the mid- and longer-term price outlook for natural gas than they are for 

oil. Dallas Fed survey: War uncertainty capping firms’ ambitions | Oil & Gas Journal 

For more details from the survey, click here. 

https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/nvidia-emerald-ai-partner-with-power-companies-on-new-ai-factories-107d61cc
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20260572.pdf
https://tedmag.com/us-jobless-claims-inch-up-labor-market-remains-stable/
https://www.ogj.com/general-interest/companies/news/55366522/dallas-fed-survey-war-uncertainty-capping-firms-ambitions?utm_source=EBM+Market+Moves+Energy&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260325221&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/surveys/des/2026/2601#tab-report
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

e-Learning Showcase 

22. Domino’s Case Study – From almost going out of business to #1 in the pizza industry 

worldwide!  Founded by Thomas Monahan in 1960 and initiating the turnaround in 2010 by 

Patrick Doyle, this is a case study about how important solving problems and making sound 

decisions are to a business and that these skills are the core of effective management.  

Quality-Centric 
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

Education Resources 
 

23. EV Charger Rebate Trends for 2026 by BriteSwitch - 2025 was a complicated year for the 

EV industry. EV sales fell sharply in Q4, and for those in the charging business, the headlines 

may have felt unsettling. But vehicle sales and the charging business are telling two very 

different stories. The US added 17% more charging ports, and utilization continues to climb. 

Electrek reported 141 million charging sessions in 2025, a 30% increase over the previous 

year. There are more EVs on the road than ever, and drivers are using public charging 

stations more frequently. Rebates still play a crucial role in building up the EV charging 

infrastructure in North America, and they're as strong as ever. We break down the five 

biggest EV charger rebate trends shaping 2026: 

• Rebates Remain Strong With Record Coverage 

• A Moving Target: Programs Change at Record Pace 

• Technical Requirements and Approved Lists Still Prove to Be a Headache 

• Federal 30C Tax Credit Deadline Approaches 

• NEVI Programs Are Moving Forward, but Risks Remain 
 

24. Signify Launches Brighter Lives, Better World 2030 - Signify launched Brighter Lives, 

Better World 2030, a new program designed to expand the reach of impactful, energy and 

resource-efficient lighting to improve lives, save energy, and preserve resources. The 

program is supported by new initiatives that support customer sustainability ambitions. 

Focusing on customers’ most pressing challenges, Brighter Lives, Better World 2030 

responds to rising demand for efficient, connected and electrified solutions. Addressing 

increasing demand for electricity1 and volatile pricing, resource scarcity and the need for 

healthier, safer, more resilient and livable environments – the program transforms the 

potential of light into meaningful impact. Progress on Signify’s Brighter Lives, Better World 

2030 program will be reported on a quarterly basis, in line with the company’s financial 

results. Signify Launches Brighter Lives, Better World 2030 – tEDmag 
 

25. Climate Intuition: Demand Is Here, Time to Build the Grid of Tomorrow - Electric grids 

worldwide are undergoing a transformation as surging electricity demand from data centers 

and electrification collides with aging, risk-prone infrastructure. This creates both national 

security imperatives and investment opportunities for grid resilience. Activities that harden, 

expand and modernize the grid are becoming increasingly attractive investment opportunities 

and policy priorities globally. Key takeaways: Grid Resilience: Neglected No More 

• Electricity demand is surging, driven by data centers and electrification. To meet it, grid 

infrastructure will need to be built and upgraded over the next decade. 

• The aging grid is a national security risk. Decades-old equipment is more likely to fail 

and is vulnerable to extreme weather, cyber risks and geopolitical threats, making it 

easier for adversaries or disasters to cause widespread outages  if not addressed. 

• This also presents a massive investment opportunity. Globally, about $5.8 trillion is 

forecast for grid upgrades between 2026–2035, with roughly $700 billion for digital grid 

tech; the U.S. alone expects investments of about $1 trillion over the coming decade. 

• Policies and permits are key to success. While governments are pushing modernization, 

long siting and approval timelines can slow progress and affect costs for consumers. 

https://briteswitch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac03d602f5be7754a5a794ab0&id=866dbc3c35&e=0555569cd0
https://briteswitch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac03d602f5be7754a5a794ab0&id=caf23e1792&e=0555569cd0
https://briteswitch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac03d602f5be7754a5a794ab0&id=c0216ee1bc&e=0555569cd0
https://briteswitch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac03d602f5be7754a5a794ab0&id=11d95cf428&e=0555569cd0
https://briteswitch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac03d602f5be7754a5a794ab0&id=e6dfa6e8ff&e=0555569cd0
https://www.signify.com/en-us
https://tedmag.com/signify-launches-brighter-lives-better-world-2030/
https://www.jpmorgan.com/insights/sustainability/climate/grid-resilience-neglected-no-more
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

Publications of Learning 
 

26. Seeking Standardization: Open Systems Are Becoming More Relevant by Craig DiLouie -    

As lighting systems evolve from simple illumination devices into connected infrastructure, 

the industry is placing more emphasis on open, interoperable standards. While many 

control platforms still rely on proprietary hardware and software, open standards are 

becoming increasingly relevant. A significant player in standards is Zhaga-D4i (zD4i). It 

combines a standardized plug-in interface for sensors and communication modules with a 

common digital language for data exchange. For electrical contractors, this framework can 

simplify installation, improve upgradability and create new opportunities for offering 

connected lighting solutions. To address this, Zhaga introduced Book 18 in 2018. Now in its 

fourth edition (released in 2025), Book 18 defines how a smart node physically attaches to an 

outdoor LED luminaire, receives power and exchanges digital information with the driver. In 

effect, Book 18 serves as the socket standard for modern connected outdoor lighting. Around 

the same time, the DALI Alliance expanded its DALI-2 standard to better support internet 

of things (IoT) and luminaire-level control. With Zhaga’s Book 18 managing the physical 

and electrical interface and the DALI Alliance’s D4i managing the digital handshake, the two 

organizations partnered to create the zD4i product certification. Seeking Standardization: 

Open systems are becoming more relevant | Craig DiLouie - Electrical Contractor Magazine 

 

27. White Paper by Intertek: A Comprehensive Guide to AI Quality Assurance - 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is transforming products, processes, and decision-

making across industries, bringing enormous opportunity alongside a new 

category of risks around safety, bias, drift, data governance, and regulatory 

compliance. Rapidly evolving regulations like the EU AI Act all present 

challenges that traditional quality systems weren't designed to handle. 

Download our new whitepaper to learn how to embed AI into your existing 

quality systems, strengthen audit readiness, and deploy AI with confidence 

across global markets.   In this paper you'll learn:  

• Where AI is entering your organization and how to manage it 

• The most common AI risks, including hallucinations, bias, and loss of control 

• What regulators expect now, and what's coming next 

• How to apply proven quality principles, including testing, validation, monitoring, and 

governance, to AI systems 

If AI touches your products, processes, or decisions, this guide is built for you:                      

A Comprehensive Guide to AI Quality Assurance | White Paper 

 

28. The Distributor Is the Heartbeat of Construction Sales by Jim Nowakowski -

Manufacturers know what they produce. Engineers know what they specify. Contractors 

know what they install. But distributors sit at the intersection of all three. The 

distributors see which products move through their warehouses. They hear the questions 

contractors ask at the counter. They learn which installations go smoothly and which 

ones create problems. They understand pricing pressures, availability constraints and 

the subtle preferences that shape contractor behavior.  The Distributor Is the Heartbeat of 

Construction Sales | Electrical Wholesaling 

https://www.ecmag.com/magazine/articles/article-detail/complying-with-lighting-standards-major-changes-in-new-90.1-and-iecc-regulations
https://www.ecmag.com/magazine/articles/article-detail/dali-meet-iot-a-new-lighting-standard-for-the-next-era
https://www.ecmag.com/magazine/articles/article-detail/seeking-standardization--open-systems-are-becoming-more-relevant
https://www.ecmag.com/magazine/articles/article-detail/seeking-standardization--open-systems-are-becoming-more-relevant
https://www.intertek.com/resources/white-papers/2026/ai-quality-assurance-guide/?utm_source=Acoustic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PBU-WL-ALL-ITK-US-2026-03-20-ai-risk-is-real%20(1)%20remainder&cid=&spMailingID=30823796&spUserID=ODA2NzcxNTY0Njg4S0&spJobID=3140883338&spReportId=MzE0MDg4MzMzOAS2
https://www.ewweb.com/business-management/article/55365836/the-distributor-is-the-heartbeat-of-construction-sales?utm_source=EW+Update&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260325220&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.ewweb.com/business-management/article/55365836/the-distributor-is-the-heartbeat-of-construction-sales?utm_source=EW+Update&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260325220&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

New Technologies 
 

29. Sollum Technologies Launches SF-INFINITE the Most 

Advanced Dynamic LED Fixture for Commercial Greenhouses 

Sollum Technologies announced the launch of the SF-

INFINITE™️ fixture, strengthening its leadership in lighting technology for commercial 

greenhouses. The SF-INFINITE is the most advanced dynamic LED lighting fixture. It 

consolidates Sollum's roadmap in Greenhouse lighting represents one of the most capital-

intensive infrastructure decisions that growers must make. Traditional systems often restrict 

operations into fixed capabilities for years after installation. This forces producers to 

anticipate future crop strategies, energy constraints, and market demands well in advance —

often as they have yet to emerge. The SF-INFINITE was designed to eliminate that risk.to a 

single, future-ready solution designed to support the evolving needs of greenhouse operators. 

EN + FR 2026 SF-INFINITE SPEC SHEET MARKETING 

 

30. Kenall’s SimpleSeal CSSETO Delivers High Color Rendering in Cleanroom Spaces -  

Kenall Lighting introduces the SimpleSeal CSSETO, a troffer series for cleanrooms with 

walkable plenum spaces and composite modular ceilings. It 

features a true flat, flush top surface that supports safe, efficient 

top-side maintenance without disrupting processes below. Dual-

side serviceability gives the CSSETO the flexibility that 

cleanroom spaces need; maintenance can be performed from 

either side when service is required. The SimpleSeal CSSETO 

delivers a 90 Color Rendering Index (CRI) with an 

independently sealed optical chamber that protects internal 

components for a true IP66 performance. Lighting is available 

in native 590 nm Amber, 630 nm Red, and 650 nm Deep Red 

for spectrally sensitive applications. The series integrates into 2-

, 3-, and 4-inch modular ceiling systems and comes in 1- by 4-foot, 2- by 2-foot, and 2- by 4-

foot sizes. It meets Build America, Buy America requirements.  SimpleSeal CSSETO 

 

31. Luminis Expands Clermont Luminaire Family - Luminis has expanded its Clermont family 

of interior and exterior luminaires with a new 12-inch size, 

which is also offered in a 39-inch-high bollard mount to 

illuminate environments at the pedestrian level. Both the 12-

inch and original 18-inch size feature a refined profile and 

versatile design that works with multiple mounting options, 

including pole, post top, bollard, catenary, wall, ceiling, and 

suspended. Choose from two optic choices: the visual 

comfort optic, which ensures pedestrian ease and comfort 

outdoors and a smooth glare-free experience indoors, or the 

high-output performance optic, ideal for providing precise, 

powerful illumination for streets and open areas, where it 

improves visibility and minimizes dark spots. Clermont 

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63c47c643b2b76477ab407fa/6984e5f90893fafaa69c1316_EN%202026%20SF-INFINITE%20SPEC%20SHEET%20MARKETING%20.pdf
https://kenall.com/CSSETO.htm
https://www.luminis.com/products/family/clermont
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

32. LED Beam Selectable Linear Highbay by SATCO/NUVO - The SATCO|NUVO LED Beam 

Selectable Linear Highbays deliver powerful, configurable illumination for high-ceiling 

commercial and industrial environments. Each 

fixture features selectable beam distributions 

of 45°x100°, 65°x95°, or 90°x90°, providing 

precise control for aisle, general, or wide-area 

lighting layouts. All models offer 3CCT 

selectability (3000K/4000K/5000K), multiple 

wattage options across four lumen packages, 

and universal 120–347V operation. Built with 

die-cast aluminum housings and 

polycarbonate lenses, these highbays are IP20 

and IK09 rated, DLC 6.0 Listed, supporting 

evolving efficiency standards, and approved 

for wet locations. An integrated sensor port 

and included suspension kit add installation 

flexibility, with additional mounting and 

accessory options available separately. Rated 

for 50,000 hours and backed by a 5-year warranty, these fixtures combine durability, 

performance, and adaptable light distribution in a single platform. Spec Sheet at: 

SN1945_LED_BEAM_SELECTABLE_LINEAR_HI-BAY_PI_Sheet_1_26.pdf 

• Beam Selectable: 45°x100° / 65°x95° / 90°x90° 

• DLC Premium Listed 

• Multiple Wattage Packages Available 

• 3 CCT Selectable: 3000K/4000K/5000K 

• 41" Suspension Kit Included 

LED Beam Selectable Linear Highbay  

 

33. New Vapor Tight Extruded Luminaires from LEDvance - These CCT and wattage 

selectable luminaires are tough enough for almost any wet or dusty location. Featuring a one-

piece body, end-to-end wiring, and 0-10V dimming down to 10% for extra energy savings, 

they install in minutes.  LEDVANCE Dual Selectable Extruded Vapor Tight combines 

modern scale design with ease of installation featuring end to end wiring and full mounting 

channel. Available in 3 sizes, 3 CCT, and up to 13,750 lumens, its perfect for outdoor 

canopies, tunnels, stairwells, and a variety of other wet or dusty applications. Every fixture is 

backed by rigorous testing, North‑American service teams and more than a century of 

lighting expertise.  Contact LEDVANCE - Vapor Tight Extruded 

 

34. Electrical Wholesaling's Top 5 Product Picks for March 2026 

• Illuminated Room Signs - DMF Lighting 

• LED Outdoor Floodlight - Gardco/Signify 

• Cleanroom Troffer Series - Kenall Lighting/Legrand 

• Façade Lighting Fixture - LEDVANCE 

• 65W USB Type-C Outlet - Legrand 

      Electrical Wholesaling's Top 5 Product Picks for March, 2026 | Electrical Wholesaling 

https://assets.satco.com/media-prod/image/upload/Marketing/SN1945_LED_BEAM_SELECTABLE_LINEAR_HI-BAY_PI_Sheet_1_26.pdf
https://www.satco.com/new-products/led-beam-selectable-linear-highbay
https://endeavor.omeclk.com/portal/wts/ug%5Ec%7C9e%7CqyjaejrOAqjDjMA82jjw3Ogba
https://cloud.connect.ledvance.com/contact-sales-vaportight-extruded
https://www.dmflighting.com/product/a-series/
https://www.genlyte.com/en-us/products/product-highlights/gardco/optiform
https://www.kenall.com/CSSETO.htm
https://www.ledvance.com/en-int/professional-lighting/products/professional-luminaires/urban-lighting/highly-versatile--decorative-wall-luminaire-with-upward-andor-downward-light-emission--for-outdoor-use/highly-versatile--decorative-wall-luminaire-with-upward-andor-downward-light-emission--for-outdoor-use-c407932
http://www.legrand.us/usb
https://www.ewweb.com/gear/product-galleries/media-gallery/55361104/electrical-wholesalings-top-5-product-picks-for-march-2026?utm_source=EW+Update&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260303103&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
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Something you may not know! 

 
 

LearnersLive Special Feature 
 

Bill Gates Says Only These 3 Jobs Are Safe from AI Takeover 

Gates has described this shift as the arrival of “free 

intelligence,” a phrase that captures both the promise and the 

uncertainty of what’s ahead.  What that means in practice is 

 a world where AI doesn’t just assist with tasks but becomes 

deeply embedded in how problems are solved, decisions are 

made, and services are delivered. Eventually, “the machine will 

probably be superior to humans – because the breadth of 

knowledge that you need to make some of these decisions 

really goes beyond individual human cognition,” the billionaire philanthropist said. Some early 

answers are beginning to emerge – and they don’t necessarily match what people expected. 

Instead of manual labor being hit first, many of the roles most exposed to AI are found in offices, 

behind screens, and in industries long considered stable. According to a Microsoft study released 

in December 2025, these are the positions most at risk: 

• Technical writers 

• Ticket agents and travel clerks 

• Editors 

• Telemarketers 

• Broadcast announcers and radio DJs 

• Mathematicians 

• Political scientists 

• Interpreters and translators 

• Advertising sales agents 

• CNC tool programmers 

• News analysts, reporters, and journalists 

• Customer service representatives 

• Historians 

• Farm and home management educators 

• Business teachers, postsecondary 

• Hosts and hostesses 

• Public relations specialists 

• Concierges 

• Brokerage clerks 

• Proofreaders and copy markers 

• Writers and authors 

• Sales representatives (services) 

• Telephone operators 

• Demonstrators and product promoters 

• Passenger attendants 

• Data scientists 

• Market research analysts 

• Web developers 

• Management analysts 

 

What connects these roles isn’t the industry – it’s the nature of the work. Much of it involves 

processing information, recognizing patterns, or communicating in predictable ways, all areas 

where AI is improving at a remarkable pace. Among the fields he believes will remain essential 

are: 

• Biology, where discovery and experimentation still depend heavily on human insight. 

• Energy, particularly as the world navigates complex systems and sustainability challenges. 

• Programming and software development, even as AI becomes a tool within the field. 

 

And then there are the things that go beyond necessity – things people simply want to remain 

human. The question now isn’t whether change is coming – but how ready we are when it does. 

Bill Gates says only these 3 jobs are safe from AI takeover 

 

 

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2507.07935
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/bill-gates-says-only-these-3-jobs-are-safe-from-ai-takeover/ar-AA1YTFFM?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=69c418fbebd747d79cad80271ca20715&ei=32

