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Being open-minded means actively searching for reasons we might be wrong—not for reasons 

we must be right—and revising our views based on what we learn. Psychologist Adam Grant 
 

 

Something to Think About…  

Ah, the Truth………Finding the Truth is Always a Challenge by Bill Attardi - I feel humans 

have three options in the search for the truth, open to all of us: 

1.       Listen only to those we agree with in order to confirm our own beliefs 

……makes us feel good but if we are wrong, truth has no chance. 

 

2.       Listen to those we do not agree with in order to re-enforce our contrary beliefs 

……..makes us angry, re-enforces our beliefs, truth be damned. 

 

3.       Listen to both sides with an open mind to determine the truth as best we can 

………still may not find the truth but the truth at least has a chance.  

 

Open mind to me is key (quote above)………that means controlling our beliefs, not abandoning 

them, and respecting opposing sides, understanding what’s different, as long as we are not 

dealing with evil.  Satan / evil is the only one we should not respect.  Liberals, progressives, 

traditionalists, conservatives, democrats, republicans, independents, etc. etc. etc. all have 

something to say and we can learn, grow and maybe even change when truth shows its face. One 

truth is people believe what they want to believe. The stronger that feeling, less chance minds 

will be changed and that truth will prevail. My opinion: any medium, any show, any publication 

that refused to air dissenting opinion should not be watched, that is if you want the truth. 

 

About LearnersLive 

LearnersLive.com is a platform dedicated to continuous learning and professional growth. 

Focused on leadership, marketing, and management, the site offers virtual courses, expert 

interviews, and curated industry resources. With new content added regularly, LearnersLive.com 

empowers individuals and organizations to embrace change through ongoing education and 

insight.   

https://www.youtube.com/@BillAttardi
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Did you know…Home - Learners Live 

 

The Creator of Baby Ruth Actually Sued Babe Ruth -The Baby Ruth candy bar was created by 

the Curtiss Candy Company in 1920 — the same year that baseball legend Babe Ruth hit a then-

record 54 home runs. But the Great Bambino was irked that the company was selling a candy bar 

with such a similar name to his own without offering him any royalties. Rather than take the 

Curtiss Candy Company to court, the Sultan of Swat decided to make his own candy bar, and in 

1926 he debuted Ruth’s Home Run bar. The Curtiss Candy Company responded by turning the 

tables and taking Ruth to court. They accused the slugger of trying to steal their trademark and 

capitalize on the success of their brand. In a 1931 deposition, Curtiss founder Otto Schnering 

insisted the candy was named after “Baby Ruth” Cleveland — the daughter of President Grover 

Cleveland.  He also attested that the company came up with the name in 1919 before the baseball 

player had become a household name and that the name was merely coincidental. While the 

validity of those claims is disputed to this day, the court nonetheless ruled in favor of the candy 

company, forcing Ruth to end his foray into the world of candy. 

 

e-Learning Showcase 
 

We are now live on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@BillAttardi  

And also on e-Learning Showcase:  https://learnerslive.com/education-showcase/  

1. Effective Sales Presentation Skills – Learning Session #1, #2, #3  

2. Selling in the Executive Suite  

3. SWOT Analysis and Generative AI (Sponsored by SATCO) 

4. Customer-Centric in the Digital Age (Sponsored by Amerlux) 

5. Innovation in the Digital Age (Sponsored by naturaLED)  

6. STP is Customer-Centric Marketing (Sponsored by FSG)   

7. You Write it / AI Fine-Tunes it! (Sponsored by Amerlux)  

8. Competent Individual to Inspirational Leader  

9. The Value Exchange – LearnersLive  

10. Leadership - Transactional vs. Transformational by Thomas Farrell  

11. Guerrilla Marketing When You Want High Impact at Low Cost  

12. Just Three Things to Remember for a Dynamic Presentation 

https://learnerslive.com/#elementor-action%3Aaction%3Dpopup%3Aopen%26settings%3DeyJpZCI6IjE1MSIsInRvZ2dsZSI6ZmFsc2V9
https://www.candywrappermuseum.com/ruthshomerun.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=2NyTUwbHrGMC&q=%22baby+ruth%22#v=onepage&q=%22baby%20ruth%22&f=false
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55MJG6ExUmy00jP_NiqIkbPffS6jWwkJXxv6tz97YxduLDX4aKLy4ZfXslM87ELaa-6zXL-PNS9atnsjB_vI-KHCd4p2JbW9oqcFo9sQ19YpZUv2EO4HDc5g=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://learnerslive.com/education-showcase/
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55Al47dv7M7aTctqtA8ctCuLXlVas2vNEwBaKGNYtacNYACENe9kT8J0Vb--KmZD3KaKqgOcizHMGhrpCwLsKRExbbT6WGCc61z5-Vcl83zPKyqnpgZonRPCFr4U4AiPyFbNkWeUHoIrWKIHiuZgD6TaHs71DRo7o2me-cpobmYfm04rdQrXZQQDwaTXozv0b3IuqznAfdmRZySCeNGixMa0=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55Al47dv7M7aTctqtA8ctCuLXlVas2vNEwBaKGNYtacNYACENe9kT8J0Vb--KmZD3KaKqgOcizHMGhrpCwLsKRExbbT6WGCc61z5-Vcl83zPKyqnpgZonRPCFr4U4AiPyFbNkWeUHoIrWKIHiuZgD6TaHs71DRo7o2me-cpobmYfm04rdQrXZQQDwaTXozv0b3HCV4u-IK4_ysUXzV8S7B_E=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55I8ThFDnemUmYmyv-dpg_Bjky0xWvjEwd85MEqQoJ9LQexljA8O151UBIu2gNUovFgSWfHWREM4u0JDJfFJ1moI3ZYxSIEXvhpr1pieIJDPeU1p9pa2txUHET9QOZpkhkpPGpACRF651VisNJq4vMro=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55Al47dv7M7aTC2GI_QABsJ_wld2OTk45JbyuYS5JSf2GWQOwpW3BznWIBgKwT2IpfC7C6C5MHPqXl8ml8W4fQLCx_Z7I6vYv4SRfQKKxluqs6WurBOczqYdi8J_fa4cCTy6QLRy4zsE7vj6iKoRnqGo=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55NcCTq2h05xuExFKlm1L9zs9sQkzEomKkQWtn5DYZf3dfbcmeTW-npa9XwYsd6Mx5oyrHF508oCfpPOJxdgz0mjBCMXRWtTUd6oF1aUaz54lEyfsxYUpCbdW1xuAdnToqshsBiCYs8m7KvvA0b4urM0=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55LHodOLi9zNqV3baCg-w99Ej5ct_2B13Ch8unm5-uir4lmICrAHskXBLSZYt-wOD0PVEjXluUl3c1mNHhBPfG6Q0WHUEo6C5zMHouGrlfn2A9GqZbNU4FISxihCtqFe5jPj-75yPrbUQ&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55MMeUTRl6IntlhIouS1dOH_DPOJ3zDtrsg6_yjSH-kV5aWbryz0qHi3YRf5_WObPmQtdIvYplqJqst8Dm2C8-XFjUM3EnCE86AzHophctwUG2wE2Z_C9eoRb1mBcttDpjnAuT9Sn7xQHd30WGRFEiEE=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55F0JYuZBHuvNfVmhMA1jT9nC6DD_-vpzoMDaM6QvKsHwuer0UDVRnlmhTW6uGBELFOx1gfs2ey_s6pAT72LXHTosO0vM3riFih0nbwhX_wL_lkc2xCv8mPTreh3CMsSd5W5ELYuNUWI7Fh_OkTe5E64=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aJ1v4_05mdiybdKa6qg29HFS-ATjFw2ZVj4qkzp81SirUulIyQmon98RbD9xK6oN-Q8zN2fuR0Ci3qUwKiwKq6bpZSkzXsTYY2BNOmX554H3pCqeBPzOLO_LL4cVf_5IbxlMPwbgYGP4hYMjgdjZCE93TvGGVWLAL0fUvSoUQmI2_7Djc8Dy2bhWKpdZfUhjDrbeUdbS4Ub2qOXhS_RK6w==&c=qUwe4Z02FVQdxcy-Gjq0MVYvXZnKBhk8g-vbMvtglxrlqBcd-TCh9w==&ch=dzkyh2W3Kw7fHTAE-gfDWnnmHgxiUCi103oucvFjavQ8JN3tWe9wNQ==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55Ei_5bglJAUH2gtkBbuUjiWzRN7UJni4GcqUXQLNg5gd66d-cDfF3uM5IiSa0Z0TNx6lHbWzI62OMr2UdUBoItESBQ37A8MeiwhjwzwUjPmeEpvBpMZ0-bSlJje90ATWo5CNbPoL0nOb&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55EkBWcn0yv3wbLjNj5rLt2xjsYHuV3V-KBIvgUv4zcYGckFDxmgUcbm9ieDxAOi_y4OfOgPgN2Nx0P0x6Aln_qNzZCg5e_i7yyfXhm6noW5liWsSc_NqKuh5PmAPH--gGQ==&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55MF4l_auUnVxNH1OrQHiJq6Zq5UlkfRJRQYThb0ll62sCWIiOchNjTIfNEJp7bgWMPS8x7zeERnvnhhF3drE6TUY_K17ViuWc2Ij2wiSXoAw_jg5VzrDIVSIb6OpmPMA7Pb9I6uPGwj-AOeiGzwGEAJbXYCzh6A0e_AXawVQJ5K_O5z0PEOmtBk=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
https://fgphuxcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019YOjq9j1znCFXx7u7qObbgeBDJ8PXe_iFV-LB2sybYOLdouE89a55KLkxC9aSX_Qmilan9xsdUEhHMeZIJCjSrCKV2joaA-VYNYZ3C7xLJ33xkn2Dni_esFz58Z-8Vs0zagZOG84O03ZZ7vhuYpR0-8vG6_tnxsjdzmIJ6SRMNX_0_6bX2e7zjiX7YYRXZ2WrODmYRPro7q1tjmsi3T-G2xacK8_ht9WGGFnZBaOQo8=&c=5TvsAp9edImsxUX2mtEHtia3vHnulufzyEw9iD1I0tV-8vFyGp_6xw==&ch=55TPF1GvE1A7E37JV5nbh_jXq4gPBYeofhOsORIEk7wgP5Si8cQUyA==
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Market News 
 

1. NEMA Supports Securing U.S. Power Grid and Strengthening Domestic Manufacturing -  

NEMA supports measures that ensure our nation’s electric grid is secure, reliable, and 

resilient, particularly as demand for electricity continues to grow. In response to President 

Trump’s Bulk Power Executive Order 14420, NEMA leadership looks forward to working 

with the Administration to ensure the shared vision of a secure, reliable grid that delivers 

affordable electricity for Americans is realized, while balancing the near-term need to expand 

energy generation, transmission, distribution, storage, and efficiency.  The U.S. electrical 

manufacturing industry has invested more than $200 billion in domestic production since 

2018, advancing manufacturing of components critical to our national security, economic 

growth, and energy future. The Executive Order’s emphasis on American-made energy 

infrastructure also reinforces the importance of industry-led programs like NEMA’s Make It 

American® program, which helps manufacturers demonstrate and verify their commitment to 

producing electrical products in the U.S. based on the current Build America, Buy America 

Act.  NAED supports the goal of securing America’s power grid from proliferating threats 

and supply-chain vulnerabilities. We look forward to working with the Trump Administration 

as it develops the rules needed to implement the order. NEMA Supports Securing U.S. Power 

Grid and Strengthening Domestic Manufacturing - NEMA 

 

2. August Jobs Report Shows US Added 162,000 Jobs, Blowing Past Forecasts by Mary 

Cunningham - U.S. employers added 162,000 jobs in August, more than double economists' 

forecasts and signaling a sharp acceleration from hiring in July. The unemployment rate was 

4.1% in August, unchanged from the previous month. The August jobs report could 

strengthen the case for a Federal Reserve interest rate hike at the central bank's upcoming 

meeting, with the rate decision set for Sept. 16, economists said on Friday. However, the Fed 

is likely to place more emphasis on the forthcoming Consumer Price Index report, which will 

be released on Sept. 11. Federal Reserve Chair Kevin Warsh affirmed that the labor market 

was on a steady course last week during the Fed's annual conference in Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming. Warsh signaled that inflation, which is stubbornly above the Fed's 2% target, 

remains the central bank's primary focus. August jobs report shows US added 162,000 jobs, 

blowing past forecasts 

 

3. Chevron Expands Oil Position in Venezuela - The agreements set out provisions for 

Chevron’s joint ventures in Venezuela, including enhanced fiscal, commercial and legal terms 

intended to support durable and competitive long-term investments. As part of the 

agreements, Chevron has been assigned additional acreage in the Orinoco Belt, where the 

company has an established position. The enhancements underpin joint venture plans to 

invest over $7 billion over the next five years, more than doubling production to 

approximately 600,000 barrels a day compared to 2026. With total costs of less than $20 per 

barrel and a large resource base, Venezuela is a platform of differentiated oil growth under 

Chevron’s disciplined cash management model. Business News Today – tEDmag 

 

https://www.makeitelectric.org/newsroom/news/nema-supports-securing-u-s-power-grid-and-strengthening-domestic-manufacturing/
https://www.makeitelectric.org/newsroom/news/nema-supports-securing-u-s-power-grid-and-strengthening-domestic-manufacturing/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm?ftag=MSFd61514f
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/kevin-warsh-fed-speech-jackson-hole-inflation/?ftag=MSFd61514f
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/august-jobs-report-shows-us-added-162000-jobs-blowing-past-forecasts/ar-AA2bzgUt?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/august-jobs-report-shows-us-added-162000-jobs-blowing-past-forecasts/ar-AA2bzgUt?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
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4. Walmart Celebrates Major Milestone with 100 EV Fast-Charging Sites Nationwide -

Walmart has reached a significant milestone by opening its 100th EV fast-charging site, 

enhancing accessibility for electric vehicle drivers across 20 states with fast, reliable 

charging options at their stores. Most Walmart EV charging locations feature 8 to 16 

fast-charging stalls, with chargers capable of delivering up to 400 kW of power.   

Walmart Celebrates Major Milestone with 100 EV Fast-Charging Sites Nationwide | EC&M 
 

5. Oregon’s Popular Electric Vehicles Rebates are Back, But for a Limited Time Only -  

Oregonians shopping for an electric vehicle can once again get thousands of dollars from 

the state toward the cost, but they’ll have little more than two months to do so,  through 

Nov. 4. Clean Vehicle Rebate Program  The standard rebate is available regardless of 

income to Oregon residents, businesses, nonprofits and government agencies. It offers 

$2,000 for a new all-electric vehicle, $1,500 for a new plug-in hybrid and $375 for a new 

zero-emission motorcycle. The “charge ahead” rebate offers more money to lower- and 

moderate-income households.To qualify, a household must earn no more than 400% of the 

federal poverty guideline — about $63,840 for an individual or $132,000 for a family of 

four in 2026. They can receive $7,500 for a new battery-electric vehicle or $5,000 for a 

new plug-in hybrid. Oregon EV rebate program is back. Who qualifies and how much you 

can get - oregonlive.com 
 

6. DOE Releases 2026 U.S. Energy and Employment Report – The U.S. Department of 

Energy (DOE) has released the 2026 U.S. Energy and Employment Report (USEER). The 

annual report highlights strong job growth across critical energy sectors at the heart of 

President Trump’s Energy Dominance agenda. America’s most reliable energy sectors are 

adding jobs and powering industries across the country. These critical sectors deliver the 

affordable, reliable, and secure energy that American families, businesses, and industries 

depend on. DOE Releases 2026 U.S. Energy and Employment Report – tEDmag 

 

7. Canada Announces Counter-Tariffs Against the United States - Canada’s retaliatory tariffs 

against the United States’ tariffs on August 22 took effect at 12:01 a.m. today, covering 

approximately $27.6 billion of U.S.-origin goods at rates of 15%, 25%, or 50%. The 

measures apply only to goods originating in the United States; U.S. goods already in transit 

to Canada today are exempt. Among the electrical-related items (see the full list for specific 

exclusions and details): 

• Copper wire: multiple refined-copper wire classifications carry a 50% tariff. 

• Aluminum wire: multiple aluminum and aluminum-alloy wire classifications carry a 

50% tariff. 

• Aluminum stranded wire and cable that is not electrically insulated, including steel-

core conductor, carries a 50% tariff. 

• Other insulated electric conductors rated at 1,000 V or less under tariff item 

8544.49.00 carry a 25% tariff. 

• LED ceiling and wall luminaires, plus certain other LED luminaires, carry a 50% tariff. 

Canada Announces Counter-Tariffs Against the United States – tEDmag 

 

https://www.ecmweb.com/electric-vehicles/article/55402025/walmart-celebrates-major-milestone-with-100-ev-fast-charging-sites-nationwide?utm_source=ECM+EV+Infrastructure&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260831147&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://evrebate.oregon.gov/
https://www.oregonlive.com/business/2026/08/oregons-popular-electric-vehicles-rebates-are-back-but-for-a-limited-time-only.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/business/2026/08/oregons-popular-electric-vehicles-rebates-are-back-but-for-a-limited-time-only.html
https://www.energy.gov/policy/2026-us-energy-employment-report-useer
https://tedmag.com/doe-releases-2026-u-s-energy-and-employment-report/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/08/list-of-products-from-the-united-states-subject-to-counter-tariffs-effective-september-8-2026.html
https://tedmag.com/canada-announces-counter-tariffs-against-the-united-states/
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8. 9/11 - We Remember - One of the most mind-blowing memories of the 9-11 tragedies is 

the selfless sense of duty of the rescue workers who responded to the World Trade 

Center disaster. Hundreds of fire-fighters, police officers and emergency medical 

technicians (EMTs) risked their own lives in hopes of saving others. Their heroics on 

that day have been well-documented over the past few months. But five months after 

the disaster, the disappointment still lingers for many of them that they didn't save more 

people. 9/11 - We Remember | Electrical Wholesaling 

 

9. Supporters Hopeful as DOE and EPA Finalize Energy Star Transition Plan by Robert 

Freedman - The U.S. Department of Energy’s success with its Better Buildings Initiative 

shows the agency knows how to make a public-private partnership like Energy Star work, an 

industry supporter says. The U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency on Aug. 28 finalized a plan to make DOE the lead agency on the federal 

government’s Energy Star program by this time next year. In what industry groups say is an 

encouraging sign, the document emphasizes the agencies’ commitment to ensuring the 

program has adequate funding and staffing, a concern since the Trump administration has 

tried cutting the program in its budget requests. Supporters hopeful as DOE and EPA finalize 

Energy Star transition plan | Facilities Dive 

 

10. Congress Pushed to Act Now to Stop Looming Crisis for America’s Electric Grid by Kerry 

Picket - America’s electrical grid is hurtling toward a crisis point, according to the National 

Electrical Manufacturers Association. The association projects that U.S. electricity demand 

will surge 55% by 2050, driven largely by the explosive growth of artificial intelligence and 

data centers. To bolster the electric grid, NEMA is pushing for Congress to pass the Senate’s 

STRONG Grid Act and Rewiring America Act and the House’s High-Capacity Grid Act. 

Congress pushed to act now to stop looming crisis for America’s electric grid 

 

11. Trump Guts Climate Rules for Coal and Gas Power Plants by Rachel Frazin -The Trump 

administration on Monday gutted regulations that limited planet-warming emissions from 

coal- and gas-fired power plants. Monday’s move could be slightly different. While it is 

expected to repeal large swaths of Biden-era power plant regulations, Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) assistant administrator Aaron Szabo told reporters that limited 

pieces of Biden- and Obama-era regs would remain in place. In addition to Monday’s final 

rule, the EPA proposed to find that the Clean Air Act does not give it the authority to regulate 

power plant emissions due to their climate impacts. If finalized, Szabo said that this move 

could block future administrations from regulating power plants’ climate emissions.  Trump 

EPA guts power plant emission rules 

 
12. Toyota Expects Factory Automation to Cost $6.4 Billion - Toyota Motor estimates it could 

cost $6.4 billion every year from 2028 to modernize its factories worldwide, including the 

use of automation and robotics. The world’s biggest carmaker told investors it wants around 

400,000 robots in its factories as a way to address the company’s aging infrastructure. Many 

of those robots will replace existing robots.Toyota did not specifically announce when the 

investments or changes would begin. Other carmakers are reportedly looking into similar 

investments to upgrade factory output. Business News Today – tEDmag 

https://www.ewweb.com/news/news-watch/article/20920389/9-11-we-remember
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/ENERGY%20STAR%20Transition%20Plan%20Final%2008.28.2026_508.pdf
https://www.facilitiesdive.com/news/supporters-hopeful-as-doe-and-epa-finalize-energy-star-transition-plan/829658/
https://www.facilitiesdive.com/news/supporters-hopeful-as-doe-and-epa-finalize-energy-star-transition-plan/829658/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/national-electrical-manufacturers-association/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/national-electrical-manufacturers-association/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2026/sep/14/congress-pushed-act-stop-looming-crisis-americas-electric-grid/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/6088870-trump-epa-climate-change-coal-gas-power-plants/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/6088870-trump-epa-climate-change-coal-gas-power-plants/
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
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13. Elon Musk Predicts 3 Huge Milestones for the Next Decade by Mike Crisolago - Elon 

Musk is known for his visions of the future — even if most don’t come true. Nevertheless, 

such predictions, made by the world’s richest man — who controls some of the world’s 

biggest tech companies — at the very least allow observers to imagine that a future once 

confined to the realms of sci-fi fantasy could actually be within reach. On Tuesday’s earnings 

call, these three predictions stood out from the rest: 

1. SpaceX would deliver $1 trillion in revenue by 2030: No company has ever recorded a 

trillion dollars in revenue in a year, but Musk believes SpaceX could hit that mark sooner 

than even he’d projected. 

2. Starlink will provide the majority of the world’s internet in less than a decade: This 

is a bold prediction given the world boasts around six billion internet users and Starlink’s 

current subscriber base of 12 million represents about 0.2% of them. 

3. SpaceX could build a manufacturing hub on the moon: Perhaps the boldest of Musk’s 

predictions is his desire to use robots “to scale up manufacturing on the moon” to build 

factories, a mass accelerator and enable solar and radiator production. This is the 

prediction he referred to as sounding “super sci-fi right now” while reiterating that “it 

will happen with boots on the moon in 2028.”  Elon Musk predicts 3 huge milestones for 

the next decade: 'It sounds super sci-fi but it’s going to happen' 

 

14. Hitachi Energy to Invest $528 Million in New Transformer Factory in Mississippi by Laila 

Kearney And Kaori Kaneko - Hitachi Energy plans to build a $528 million factory in 

Mississippi to produce electrical transformers, marking the single-biggest investment the 

company has made as part of its U.S. manufacturing expansion. The country's record-high 

power demand - driven by the proliferation of the technology industry's giant data centers 

and the electrification of buildings and transportation - has butted up against a lack of critical 

electrical infrastructure like transformers and circuit breakers. The Gallman, Mississippi, 

plant, which is expected to start operations in 2029, will be roughly double the size of Hitachi 

Energy’s existing Crystal Springs facility in the state. The Gallman plant will produce the 

mid-range transformers that are used in data center projects, semi-conductor plants and other 

industrial operations with large power needs. Hitachi's new Mississippi investment will 

complete the $1.5 billion the company is spending to boost its production capacity in the U.S. 

Hitachi Energy to invest $528 million in new transformer factory in Mississippi 

 

15. Montreal Manufacturer Explores a Move to the U.S. as Tariff War Escalates - A recent survey 

found four in 10 Canadian manufacturers have either made the move or are considering it. 

Canada’s retaliatory tariffs were the tipping point for Aeris Protective Packaging Inc. 

Founder and president Michael Leiberman, a born-and-raised Montrealer, is opening a 

manufacturing plant south of the border to keep his business alive. The local company’s 

move highlights a growing exodus of Canadian manufacturers driven across the border by 

escalating trade crossfire and uncompetitive domestic business costs. As cross-border tariffs 

continue to hurt small and medium-sized businesses, industry experts warn that Canada’s 

economy is ill-equipped to sustain a prolonged trade war with its largest partner. Montreal 

manufacturer explores a move to the U.S. as tariff war escalates - Montreal Gazette 

 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/general/general/elon-musk-predicts-3-huge-milestones-for-the-next-decade-it-sounds-super-sci-fi-but-it-s-going-to-happen/ar-AA2cytFs?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/general/general/elon-musk-predicts-3-huge-milestones-for-the-next-decade-it-sounds-super-sci-fi-but-it-s-going-to-happen/ar-AA2cytFs?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/technology/hitachi-energy-to-invest-528-million-in-new-transformer-factory-in-mississippi/ar-AA2ch5zn?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://montrealgazette.com/news/tariff-war-trade-uncertainty-quebec-manufacturing-companies-move-to-u-s/
https://montrealgazette.com/news/tariff-war-trade-uncertainty-quebec-manufacturing-companies-move-to-u-s/
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16. U.S. Business Continues to Boom as Factory Activity Surges - U.S. manufacturing activity 

strengthened sharply in September, with factories reporting their fastest growth in output in 

more than four years as new orders and hiring accelerated, according to a survey released 

Wednesday. The S&P Global flash manufacturing purchasing managers’ index jumped to 

57.0 from 53.9 in August, far above the 53.6 reading economists had expected. A reading 

above 50 indicates an improvement in business conditions from the previous month. 

September’s reading was the highest since May 2022. Manufacturers reported their strongest 

growth in new orders since that month, while factory employment increased at its fastest 

pace since February 2021. U.S. Business Continues to Boom as Factory Activity Surges 

 

17. DOE Allots $99M to Advance Geothermal Energy Development - The U.S. Department of 

Energy (DOE) announced more than $99 million for 21 projects selected to advance 

geothermal energy development across the United States. The projects will conduct field-

scale tests of next-generation geothermal technologies and exploration drilling to characterize 

and potentially confirm promising geothermal resources. The Energy Department is 

advancing American geothermal innovation to unlock the nation’s abundant domestic energy 

resources. Geothermal can provide reliable, around-the-clock power to help meet growing 

demand while strengthening U.S. energy security. DOE Allots $99M to Advance Geothermal 

Energy Development – tEDmag  Learn more about the selected projects here.  

 

 

 

 

Education Resources 
 

18. NECA Show 2026 Celebrate 125 Years of NECA on the Show Floor 

 
Opening General Session: Nick Saban - Legendary Hall of Fame Football Coach 

Celebrate 125 years of leadership, innovation, and impact with NECA on the trade show 

floor. An interactive anniversary experience will take attendees on a journey through time, 

highlighting the evolution of the electrical contracting industry and NECA’s pivotal role in 

shaping it. Explore curated displays featuring historical documents, vintage marketing 

materials, milestone projects and archival photographs that bring NECA’s rich legacy to life. 

Along the way, attendees can scan QR codes at each booth to unlock exclusive digital content 

and collect pieces of a special end-of-exhibit compilation. NECA’s 125th Anniversary honors 

the past while spotlighting the future of the industry. Join NECA to reflect on where its been, 

celebrate how far its come and discover what’s next for NECA and its member contractors. 

NECA Convention - NECA 2026 Las Vegas 
 

https://www.breitbart.com/economy/2026/09/23/u-s-business-continues-to-boom-as-factory-activity-surges/
https://tedmag.com/doe-allots-99m-to-advance-geothermal-energy-development/
https://tedmag.com/doe-allots-99m-to-advance-geothermal-energy-development/
https://www.energy.gov/hgeo/geothermal/pilots-and-demonstrations-next-generation-field-tests-and-drilling-new-resources
https://www.necaconvention.org/session/opening-general-session-nick-saban/
https://www.necaconvention.org/
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19. Designing Connectivity for Head and Vision Robotic Systems - Humanoid robots may 

appear lifelike on the outside, but the real complexity lies inside the head assembly. Cameras, 

LiDAR sensors, microphones, displays, and 

motion actuators must operate together within a 

compact structure that is constantly in motion. 

This eBook examines the engineering realities 

behind humanoid head and vision system 

design and explains why connector selection 

should be considered alongside system 

architecture—not after it. Readers will gain 

insights into the design constraints shaping 

next-generation humanoid robots, including 

signal integrity, high-density packaging, wiring optimization, and mechanical reliability. It 

also explores connector technologies and interconnect strategies that help engineers build 

scalable, high-performance robotic systems ready for real-world deployment. Online 

Flipbook | Hirose Electric Americas Humanoid Robotic Head eBook 

 

20. A New Software Platform for Lighting Manufacturers by David Shiller - I recently learned 

about a new type of software for lighting manufacturers that startles many of the typically 

siloed configurators, CRMs, PIMs, spec sheet generators, AI analytics, branded portals for 

reps and specifiers, and product spec search. Electrify Connect is positioning itself as a 

unified software platform for lighting manufacturers seeking to modernize the path from 

product configuration to quotation, submittal, order visibility and channel support. Rather 

than offering a standalone quoting tool, the platform combines CPQ, CRM, product-

information management, analytics, specification search, automated document creation, AI 

assistance and ERP integrations in a single manufacturer-controlled environment. At its core 

is a rules-based configurator designed for the complexity familiar to architectural and 

commercial lighting suppliers. A New Software Platform For Lighting Manufacturers | 

LightNOW  More information is available at: Electrify 

 

21. Contractor Connect Training by Leviton - The #MoreWithLeviton Contractor Advantage, 

Future-Ready, and NextGen learning experiences give contractors a powerful edge by 

helping them Learn More, Do More, and Sell More through deeper knowledge, modern 

installation skills, and forward-looking insight across residential, commercial, and industrial 

applications.These programs combine expert-led instruction, demonstrations of the latest 

electrical infrastructure technology, and practical guidance spanning applications, codes, 

customer motivations, whole-home optimization, smart technologies, EV readiness, and 

energy management. Contractors walk away with enhanced expertise, stronger project 

outcomes, and new opportunities to grow their business and meet evolving customer 

expectations.  Register for in-person events at Leviton LIVE experience centers in Lake 

Nona, FL or Chicago, IL to connect with contractors across the country, share what’s new, 

and help you grow with practical, hands-on experience. Contractor Connect Training 

 

 

 

https://endeavor.omeclk.com/portal/wts/ug%5Ec%7C9e%7CwczqejyT2LjDkEEj%5EjzPrAkBa
https://www.heilind.com/cms/wp-content/uploads/Hirose-Heilind_HumaoidRobotics_eBook.pdf?utm_campaign=49944726-Hirose_HIR_industrial-robotics&utm_source=ee-world&utm_medium=ebook
https://publuu.com/flip-book/578469/2539820?ref_type=bookshelf&ref_id=30556
https://publuu.com/flip-book/578469/2539820?ref_type=bookshelf&ref_id=30556
https://www.lightnowblog.com/2026/08/a-new-software-platform-for-lighting-manufacturers/
https://www.lightnowblog.com/2026/08/a-new-software-platform-for-lighting-manufacturers/
https://www.electrifyconnect.com/
https://leviton.com/support/partners/contractors/contractor-trainings/contractorconnecttraining#Registration
https://leviton.com/support/partners/contractors/contractor-trainings/contractorconnecttraining#Registration#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=39e67ca8-9b5d-4868-9658-0813520126e6
https://endeavor.omeclk.com/portal/wts/ug%5Ec%7C9e%7CwczqejyT2LjDkEEjqjzPrAkBa
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22. BriteSwitch: Federal EV and EV Charger Tax Credits Have Ended. What Incentives Are 

Left? – The federal tax credits for EVs and EV chargers have now ended, but that doesn't 

mean incentive opportunities have disappeared. There are still hundreds of programs 

available from states, utilities, municipalities, and other organizations. In fact, we're currently 

tracking 141 open nonfederal EV incentive programs and 501 open nonfederal EV charger 

programs across the country. We took a closer look at what incentives are still available, 

where they're coming from, and what companies should be watching as the market continues 

to change. With hundreds of programs across the country and frequent changes throughout 

the year, keeping up with EV and EV charger incentives can be difficult. BriteSwitch's 

RebatePro tools make it easy to stay on top of all those changes. Federal EV and EV Charger 

Tax Credits Have Ended. What Incentives Are Left? 
 

23. LCA TV: Lighting Controls Academy Publishes Video Version of Introduction to Dimming 

Course - The Lighting Controls Academy has published a video version of its popular 

Education Express course EE103A: Introduction to Dimming, now available at YouTube. 

This course introduces the core concepts, applications, and coordination practices needed to 

understand, design, specify, and verify the successful operation of dimming systems in 

commercial buildings. By the end of this course, you will be able to: 1) advise clients about 

dimming options, 2) recognize and avoid common dimming problems, 3) utilize dimming 

various control strategies, and 4) identify documentation and commissioning steps. This 

course is registered and/or recognized by CALCTP, NLCAA, NCQLP (LC), NALMCO 

(CLCP), DLC, and the State of California. To gain education credit, click here to access the 

course and successfully complete the associated quiz at NEMA Academy. LCA TV: Lighting 

Controls Academy Publishes Video Version of Introduction to Dimming Course 
 

24. Register Now for the 2026 LC Exam - The Final Due Date to Apply is September 11, 

2026………….2026 LC Exam Dates: October 12, 2026 – November 20, 2026. NCQLP 

offers the Lighting Certification (LC) Examination for lighting professionals in design, 

installation, operations and maintenance of lighting equipment and systems. The LC exam 

tests baseline knowledge of the techniques and technologies required for efficient and 

effective lighting practice. The exam is four hours and consists of 200 questions. Of these, 20 

are unscored questions used for future examination development, and 80 questions are job-

related case studies designed to assess the practical application of lighting knowledge. 

Review the 2026 Candidate Handbook for this year’s exam. Register for the Exam – NCQLP 

 

25. Free E-Book: AI and Building Operations - Wondering how artificial intelligence can 

improve FM workflows? Our new e-book offers practical guidance on where to use AI, 

what to ask before you buy, and how to keep human judgment in the loop. Artificial 

intelligence is everywhere, from generative tools like ChatGPT to agentic solutions  that 

manage workflows for you. But when it comes to incorporating AI into the way you 

manage buildings, it’s hard to know where to begin—and how to avoid paying for a tool 

that won’t meet your needs. Our guide to AI and FM explores tips for incorporating AI 

into your current workflows, how to watch for false flags in AI-assisted security 

operations, and more—so you can feel confident using them to enhance the way you 

work. Free E-Book: AI and Building Operations | Buildings 

 

https://briteswitch.com/news/federal-tax-credits-have-ended-what-rebates-are-left.php
https://briteswitch.com/news/federal-tax-credits-have-ended-what-rebates-are-left.php
https://nemaacademy.nema.org/store/141659-lca-ee-103-dimming-control-part-1-introduction-to-dimming
https://lightingcontrolsacademy.org/lca-tv-lighting-controls-academy-publishes-video-version-of-introduction-to-dimming-course/
https://lightingcontrolsacademy.org/lca-tv-lighting-controls-academy-publishes-video-version-of-introduction-to-dimming-course/
https://us.list-manage.com/RHx4hezJwFx?e=2186b385d5&c2id=59da0c9a42c81452494642e023e146ef
https://ncqlp.org/lc-program/register/
https://www.buildings.com/building-systems-om/document/55405931/free-e-book-ai-and-building-operations?utm_source=BLD+Buildings+Buzz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260916102&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
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Publications of Learning 
 

26. AI in Facilities Management: What Works, What Doesn’t, and Where to Start by Zac Wolf 

Can artificial intelligence tools actually improve facility management? Yes—if they’re used 

correctly. Here’s what you need to know about this industry shift. There’s a persistent idea 

that the endgame for AI is complete autonomy, that the system eventually just runs itself, 

decisions included. That’s not where this is going, especially in facilities management.  

We’re not shifting from human to machine. We’re shifting from manual to augmented.        

• Most facilities teams are integrating AI as an enhancement to existing processes 

rather than replacing their systems entirely. 

• Effective AI use involves focusing on specific workflows with high volume and 

friction, testing small-scale solutions before expanding. 

• Data quality—accurate location, asset, provider, and work order information—is 

critical for AI to generate meaningful insights. 

• AI is a powerful assistant that supports human judgment, especially in context -

sensitive decisions, rather than an autonomous decision-maker. 

• Layering AI into workflows where breakdowns occur naturally leads to noticeable 

improvements without complex system overhauls. 

AI in Facilities Management: What Works, What Doesn’t, and Where to Start | Buildings 
 

27. Deloitte: Manufacturers Could Use AI to Address Workforce Shortages - Artificial 

intelligence could expand the pool of qualified applicants, reimagine workflows, and 

supplement on-the-job training, study says.Artificial intelligence (AI) could help 

manufacturers address persistent workforce shortages by expanding the pool of qualified 

applicants, reimagining workflows, and supplementing on-the-job training, according to a 

study from Deloitte and the Manufacturing Institute (MI). The study focuses on in-demand 

manufacturing technician roles and how embedding AI into new workflows could help 

deliver critical knowledge, skills, and guidance to a wider pool of workers in adjacent fields 

with similar skillsets. In fact, the analysis identifies nearly 2 million technicians in adjacent 

industries whose broad skills may be transferable to manufacturing. These workers could 

represent an important source of talent for manufacturers seeking to broaden pathways into 

technician roles and strengthen their workforce pipeline, and AI could play a crucial role. 

Deloitte: Manufacturers could use AI to address workforce shortages | DC Velocity 
 

28. How AI Is Rewiring Electrical Operations by Satish Jayaram - Electrical professionals are 

facing a convergence of challenges unlike anything the industry has seen in decades. Demand 

for power is rising, infrastructure is aging, extreme weather events are becoming more 

frequent, and energy costs are increasingly volatile and difficult to predict. At the same time, 

industrial processes, data centers, health care facilities, and other critical operations have 

become far less tolerant of power disruptions and quality issues. What might have been a 

minor disturbance a decade ago can now result in significant operational, financial, or even 

safety consequences. Many organizations view AI primarily as an automation tool. In my 

experience, its greatest value in electrical operations is helping facilities make better 

decisions about reliability, resiliency, and energy economics. As sensors become more 

pervasive and computing power continues to expand, AI is enabling organizations to move 

beyond reactive maintenance and siloed decision-making toward operations that are more 

predictive, connected, and resilient.  How AI Is Rewiring Electrical Operations | EC&M 

https://www.buildings.com/industry-news/article/55403260/ai-in-facilities-management-what-works-what-doesnt-and-where-to-start?utm_source=SBT+Report&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260902102&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.dcvelocity.com/logistics/manufacturing/deloitte-manufacturers-could-use-ai-to-address-workforce-shortages
https://www.ecmweb.com/design/computers-software/article/55394505/how-ai-is-rewiring-electrical-operations?utm_source=ECM+ElectricalZone&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260824118&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
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New Technologies 
 

29. DUAL-LITE LSN D Inverter Series - Lighting That Stays on When It 

Matters Most - Centralized emergency lighting and power back-up solution 

with options to minimize maintenance requirements and optimize emergency 

lighting performance during outages. Features & Benefits: 

• Dual-Lite has developed a nation-wide service and support network for 

installation and maintenance 

• Uninterruptible emergency AC power system 

• Off line design for high efficiency up to 98% 

• Microprocessor controlled pulse width modulation (PWM) using IGBT technology 

• User interface module includes multiple LED indicators and audible alarms to provide 

system status 

• Automatic, programmable self-diagnostic operation 

• Password-protected user interface prevents operation by unauthorized personnel  LSN D 

Series Indoor Lighting | | Current 
 

30. Low-Profile Luminaires by SATCO/NUVO - The LED Monopoint Luminaires from 

SATCO|NUVO are designed to deliver flexible illumination in a sleek, low-profile 

design. They mount directly to a junction box and combine 

adjustable beam angles, selectable color temperatures and 

premium light quality to adapt to a wide variety of commercial 

and residential applications. Available in 10W, 15W and 30W 

models, these Monopoints feature a field-adjustable beam 

angle ranging from 20° to 50°, allowing installers to fine-tune 

light distribution at the time of installation. Five selectable 

color temperatures (2,700K, 3,000K, 3,500K, 4,000K and 

5000K) further enhance flexibility, making it easy to create the ideal lighting 

environment for accent lighting, retail, hospitality, museums, galleries, and residential 

spaces. LED MONOPOINT BEAM ADJUSTABLE | CCT SELECTABLE 
 

31. iPhone Duo Is Apple's First Foldable Phone. Surprise, It's Expensive 

by James Peckham Apple bided its time on a foldable phone as many of 

its rivals released different versions over the last eight years. Now, it's 

Apple's turn to show off foldable-screen tech, and it's called the iPhone 

Duo. iPhone Duo - Apple It's a passport-style foldable phone, meaning it's 

shorter and wider than a lot of rivals. The inner display is 7.6-inch, while 

the outer display is 5.4-inch, with both sporting a 1:4 aspect ratio to help transitions between 

screens feel more seamless. The iPhone Duo doesn't come in a 128GB option; it starts at 

256GB of storage for $1,999. That's lower than some had expected, and only slightly higher 

than rivals with the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 8 and Google Pixel 11 Pro Fold, both costing 

$1,899.99. The 512GB option is $2,199, 1TB is $2,599, and 2TB is $3,199. There are options 

to use Apple Upgrade to help you lease your phone, which may be helpful for its expensive 

top-end options. The iPhone Duo will be available in Oct, with preorders starting on Oct. 16. 

iPhone Duo Is Apple's First Foldable Phone. Surprise, It's Expensive! | PCMag 

https://www.currentlighting.com/indoor-lighting/lsn-d-series/222350?utm_source=Buildings&utm_medium=Sponsored+Ad&utm_campaign=Current&utm_content=LSN#documents
https://www.currentlighting.com/indoor-lighting/lsn-d-series/222350?utm_source=Buildings&utm_medium=Sponsored+Ad&utm_campaign=Current&utm_content=LSN#documents
https://www.satco.com/new-products/led-monopoint
https://www.apple.com/iphone-duo/?afid=p240%7Cbi~cmp-698310089~adg-1243549037331537~ad-77721951525999_kwd-77722243251270~dev-c~ext-~prd-~nt-search~crid-&cid=wwa-us-kwbi-iphone-noncore_iphoneduo-iphoneduo_foldable-iphoneduo_hero_announce_090926-iPhoneDuo-iPhoneDuo_Foldable
https://www.pcmag.com/reviews/samsung-galaxy-z-fold-8
https://www.pcmag.com/reviews/google-pixel-11-pro-fold
https://www.pcmag.com/news/new-apple-upgrade-program-lets-you-lease-an-iphone-mac-ipad-apple-watch
https://www.pcmag.com/news/iphone-duo-is-apples-first-foldable-phone-surprise-its-expensive
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LearnersLive Special Feature 
Expanding the Skilled Manufacturing Workforce with AI - AI could help US manufacturers 

address one of their most pressing workforce challenges: finding and developing more 

technicians. US manufacturing is increasingly defined by sophisticated, high-precision products 

that rely on advanced and interconnected production technologies, automation, and capital-

intensive processes. In this new paradigm, multiskilled technicians with expertise across multiple 

technical domains, such as mechanical, electrical, and control systems, have become crucial 

enablers of operational success.  

 

Although they represent a relatively small share of a manufacturer’s workforce, technicians often 

play an outsized role in keeping advanced production systems running, supporting the adoption 

of new processes and technologies, driving efficiency and product quality, and enabling 

productivity across the factory floor. Demand for these technicians has grown substantially faster 

than demand for production occupations.  

 

At the same time, applicant shortages and skills gaps have made it difficult for manufacturers to 

secure the technician workforce they need (figure 1). These workforce challenges can ripple 

through operations, increasing downtime and constraining production capacity, operational 

performance, and growth. Artificial intelligence could create a new opportunity to address these 

challenges. By embedding expertise directly into daily work, AI can help workers, including 

those with less experience and others transitioning from adjacent industries, develop and apply 

knowledge and skills in manufacturing roles, thereby broadening the technician talent pool. To 

explore this opportunity, Deloitte and The Manufacturing Institute embarked on a study in May 

2026 to map the technician ecosystem across manufacturing and adjacent industries and examine 

how generative and agentic AI could help reshape technician roles to improve business outcomes 

and enhance their appeal to current and future workers. The skilled manufacturing workforce and 

AI | Deloitte Insights 

 

 

https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/industry/manufacturing-industrial-products/ai-skilled-manufacturing-technician-workforce-challenges.html
https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/industry/manufacturing-industrial-products/ai-skilled-manufacturing-technician-workforce-challenges.html

